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►B.  HI. 

S-A-LT  XuA-IKE  CiaTT,  TT^  ATT 


Mu.  I?.  H.  IloiuouTS, 

Doai'  Sir: — 1 luive  read  your  book 
on  ••Succession  in  The  Presidency  of 
'I'he  (Jliurch/’and  1 liavo  rend  itcare- 
fuHy,  and  find  that  you  are  a good 
reasoner  and  logician  when  yon  liave 
sound  premises  to  reason  from;  but 
niitoj-tiinately  you  Jire  not  always  in 
|M»ssession  (jf  such  lu-emises,  and 
therefore,  wliile  your  reasoning  fac- 
ulties are  good,  many  of  your  con- 
clusions are  simply  faulty  and  false. 

I say  so  with  no  ill-feeling  to  you  or 
to  any.  I have  writtej),  lately,  a 
little  work  on  this  «iuestion,  myself, 
liut  have  not  yet  got  it  into  pj-int. 
arid  ! find  that  what  y<m  have  said 
in  relation  to  yr)ung  .lo.sepii's  false 
claims  to  the  |>roplietic  oftic(s  and 
what  I have  said,  myself,  on  that 
matter,  run  very  nearly  together;  and 
I feel  tliat  any  man  who  reflects  at 
all  upo)!  those  claims,  must  come  to  ; 
similar  conclHSi<ins. 

Young  .losei)h  Smitli's  claims  are 
simply  false,  and  tio  uujotint  of  effoi-t 
can  make  them  true;  and  nothing 
i>ut  the  merest  ignorance  or  effront- 
«!ry,  with  a determination  t<i  succeed 
at  any  cost,  could  ever  projupt 
atiy  man  wlio  looks  the  written 
facts  squan'ly  In  tlie  face,  to  stand 
nj>  in  Its  defence.  Tliese  Reorgan- 
ized gentlemen  are  not  ignorant 
of  tlie  weakness  of  their  [josition. 
'rheir  bread  and  i)ntter,  liowevei', 
are  at  stake,  and  feeling  that  tliey 
Ijave  a good  thing,  on  the  surface, 
ttumgh  false  and  rotten  under- 
neath, they  do  not  at  all  feel  like 
giving  it  up,  or  acknowledging  tlieir 
eri'ors.  But  I often  think  it  strange 
that  Hriglmmites,  men  who  are  so 


confi<ient  of  having  the  truth  on 
their  side,  should  utterly  refuse  to 
take  up  the  gauntlet  thrown  down 
by  these  same  Josephites,  especially 
as  they  are  commanded  to**call  up(»n 
their  enemies  to  meet  them  both  in 
private  mid  in  i)ublie,”  and  to  invite 
them  to  bring  forth  their  strong 
reasons  against  the  Lord  and  His 
work,  and  are  promised  that  in  as 
niHch  as  the^’  are  faithful, thefoUy  of 
their  enemies  shall  be  made  manifest. 
I can't  imagine  how  that  utter  refu- 
sal can  be  justifiable  on  Brigham’s 
{)art,  or  on  the  part  of  anyone  claim- 
ing the  right  to  lead  a people  such  ns 
the  I^atter  Day  Saints,  especially 
where  so  much  self-evident  folly  cvof)s 
out  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  as  is 
found  in  sup|)oi-t  of  the  claims  of 
yontjgJoseph  tosncctsed  his  father  in 
the  prophetic  office.  A consciousness 
of  the  weakness  of  tlie  fiosition  as- 
sn me«l  both  by  Brigham  and  his  snc- 
cessoi-s,  can  alone  account  foi-  it. 

But  I propose  now.  to  point  out  a 
few  things  which  concern  Brigham’s 
history  and  claims,  which  I am  not 
able  to  Had  any  reference  made  to  in 
your  hook  on  ‘•Succession  in  tlie 
I'l'esidency  of  the Cluii’ch.’’ 

"He  that  is  oniained  of  me  (to  fill 
the  Pi'esident’s  office)  shall  come  in 
at  the  gate,  and  iik  onnAiMcn  as  I 
have  told  yon  bicfoke.” 

^ Yon  perceivcthat  this  language  re- 
fers to  the  highest  officer  in  the 
cliurch.and  can  refer  to  no  othertiffi- 
cer.  Ami  now,  what  did  God  tell  ns 
‘‘ukkore’’ ill  relation  to  the  ordina- 
tion of  that  officer’.’  *•!  have  sent  un- 
to yon  (Joseph)  Peter,  James  and 
John  (angels)  by  wh(»m  I have  or- 


ilainerl  you.”  (I)oe.&Cov.See.27;12, 
Salt  I..ake  ed.) 

Is  this  what  God  said  “nEFORio” 
to  Joseph  touching  this  matter? 
(•an  yon  find  anything  else  that  God 
said  before,  as  to  how  and  by  whom 
this  officer  is  ordained?  If  you  can 
you  can  do  more  tlian  any  other 
man  I have  ever  heard  of.  You  per- 
ceive, then,  that  this  officer  or  suc- 
cessor in  tlie  proi>hetic  office,  is  to 
nio  ORDAiNBU  to  that  office  as  I (God) 
Iiave  told  you  before.  He  told  us 
‘•before”  that  angels,  who  in  their 
lifetime  wei-e  ordained  to  be  proph- 
ets,seers. revelators  and  translators, 
were  sent  unto  Joseph  to  ordain  him 
to  tliat  same  office,  and  Oiiver  to  a 
secondary  office  in  the  holy  priest- 
hood. .\n<l  on  the  principle  that 
none  can  give  or  conferupon  ant)ther 
that  which  was  never  conferred  upon 
liimself»  as  a matter  of  course,  the 
successor  to  Joseph  must  receive  an 
ordination  under  like  hands  to  those 
wlio  ordained  the  predecessor.  How 
else  can  the  words,  “as  I have  told 
you  l)Gfore”  have  any  reasonable 
meaning? 

But  looking  at  Brigham  Y’oimg.  I 
find  that  he  was  never  ordained  only 
to  the  office  of  the  Prpsi<lent  of  the 
'Pvvelve  Apostles  in  tlie  <lays  of  Jos- 
eph. and  Mcvicu  ci.aimei)  a.ny  other 

ORDINATION’. 

Tile  death  of  a prophet  ailds 
nothing  to  any  man's  authority. 
It  simply  leaves  all  men’s  ordination 
in  the  church  as  it  found  them,  pn*- 
cisely.  And  tins  being  the  case.  Bi-ig- 
ham  Young  stood,  at  the  death  of 
Josepli,  precisely  where  he  was  be- 
fore that  event.  Brigham  nor  any 
one  of  his  quorum,  nor  any  one  else, 
has  ever  claimed  forliim  any  higher 
ordination  than  to  tlie  pre.sideney  of 
the  Twelve  .\postles.  Now,  a prie-st 
( .\aronic)  cannot  get  into  the  office 
of  an  EldcM’witliout  an  ordination  to 


that  office;  an  Elder  cannot  step  into 
tlie  office  of  High  Priest  without  an 
ordination  under  the  hands  of  some 
one  who  at  least  holds  that  office. 
A High  Priest  cannot  get  into  the 
office  or  (juorum  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  without  an  oriiination  to 
tliat  office,  under  tlie  hands  of  somi* 
person  or  pei’sons  who,  at  least  hold 
that  autliority.  Upon  the  sameprin- 
ciple,  one  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 
could  never  get  Into  the  office  of 
.Assistant  President  or  Counsellor  to 
the  I'irst  President  over  the  whole 
cliurch,  without  an  ordination  to 
that  office,  under  the  hands  of  the 
President  over  the  whore  tniuRcn; 
and  as  a matter  of  course,  were  one 
of  the  assistant  jiresidents.  or  coun- 
sellors to  the  First  President  called 
to  fill  the  office  of  the  Pi-esi<Ient  of 
the  whole  church,  he  could  not  step 
into  Tii.AT  office  without  an  ordina- 
tion to  it.  any  more  than  Joseiih  the 
prophet  could,  or  Moses  could,  or 
Jesus  couhl,  or  Peter,  James  and 
John  couhl.  or  any  other  man  who 
ever  held  that  office.  The  keys  of 
mysteries  and  revelations,  and  the 
right  to  stand  in  the  presence  of  God 
and  talk  with  Him  face  to  face,  areal- 
ways  conferreil  upon,  and  possessed 
by,  this  officer. — (Doc.  & Cov.  Sec. 
81:  2.) 

Now.  we  need  not  ask  how  Brigham 
Young  came  to  jiossess  these  keys 
and  gloi'ious  privileges,  bemiuse  lie 
never  possessed  them;  but  the  ques- 
tion is  here  and  now,  how  did  or 
could  Brigham  lawfully  stiqi.  not 
onlyover  tlie  office  of  As.sistant  Pres- 
ident which  office  was  ne.xt  above 

him.  HL'T  INTO  THE  OFFICE  NEXT 
ABOVE  THAT  AOAIN,  WHICH  IS  'I'HE 
OUEATEST  OF  AM.,  WITHOUT  AN  ORDI- 
NATION TO  EITHER  OF  THEM? 

My  friend  Boberts,  here  is  a grand 
[loint,  which,  wltiiout  a single  ori<* 
more, ought  to  open  Iheeyesof  every 


tliinking  man  and  woman,  not  only 
in  Utah  but  in  all  tiie  earth,  to  the 
moiistrocity  of  Brigham  Young's 
usurpation!  You  should  know  that 
no  man  can  get  tlie  inspiring  gifts  of 
any  office  in  the  whole  {>riesthoo(l, 
unless  he  is  ordained  to  it,  and  law- 
fully fu-dained  tr)  it  at  that,  by  his 
su()eriors  in  office. 

• The  Sj)irit  of  the  Ivord  God  is 
ni)on  me,”  said  Jesus, ‘‘uKCAfSK  He 
hath  .4.\oiNTEi)  \rt?  to  preach  glad 
tidings  nnto  the  meek,”  &c.  And 
surely  if  the  Spirit  that  guided  the 
great  ^^asterbuiIder.  (’hrist,  was  not 
•obtained  only  nv  oudixatiox  under  | 
tln^  hands  of  the  Almighty,  it  is  in 
vain  for  others  to  claim  the  glorious 
gifts  without  such  ordination.  (Luke 
4:  18.)  “He  whom  they  refused,  say- 
ing,‘who  made  thee  a ruler  and  a 
judge;'  the  same  (.Xfoses)  did  God 
send  to  he  auur.EU  and  a DELivicitEn 
by  THE  HAXI)  of  THE  AXGEI.  wlio  ap- 

l»eared  to  him  in  the  Bush. ”-( Acts  "• 

••The  Law  given  unto  .Moses.  wh<) 
was  ordai  led  uy  the  hands  oe  ax-! 
oEi.s.  to  be  the  mediator  of  this  first  i 
«a)vennnt.  the  law.”-(Gal.  !>;  1{).  In-, 
spired.)  , 


••And  unto  you  three  (Peter,  Ja mes 
and  John)  will  f (Jesus)  give  this 
jiowei-  and  the  Keys  of  this  .mixistuy 
until  I conie.”-I)oc.&Cov.  April  1829.) 

'file  Keys  to  what  ministry'?  'fhe 
Keys  of  that  same  ministry 
which  Ihey  bestowed  upon  Joseph 
liy  the  laying  on  of  theirhands.  ‘'I'p- 
on  yon  tliree,”&c.  Tlien  Jesus  <lid 
not  bestow  the  Keys  of  this  ministry 
upon  all  of  the  twelve  in  his  <iay? 
Indeed  he  did  not.  Besides,  his  lan- 
guage is  in  the  future  tense;  “I  will 


give.”  &e..  sliowing  that  the  keys 
whicli  they  conferred  niion  Joseph 
Smltli  HAD  xoT  YET  liooii  coiiferreii 
upon  them.  P<*ter.  it  seems,  was  the 
first  ordained  tothis  fiowerand  min- 


I istry;Janies  succeeded  him. and  John 
! followed.  It  was  necessary,  tliere- 
fore,  tiiat  these  i)«*rsonages,  being 
clothed  with  the  holy  priesthood 
after  the  order  of  the  Son  of  God, 
should  tie  sent  to  confer  that  office 
upon  Joseph  to  enable  him  to  buihl 
according  to  the  pattern,  and  to  or- 
ganize his  church  upon  it.s  ancient 
foundation  and  order.  How  else 
could  Joseph  Smith  come  into  pos- 
session of  the  keys,  gifts  and  power 
of  that  office'.'  f mention  the  ordina- 
tion of  Moses  and  that  of  Jesus, 
Peter.James  and  John.tothe  proph- 
I etic  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Joseph 
Smith,  merely  to  show  the  necessity 
of  all  who  hold  it  or  ever  did  hold  it. 
being  ordained  to  it.  And  as  all 
these  were  orilained  to  this  office  by 
tlie  liands  of  lieavenly  messengers, 
who  themselves  held  it.  and  obtain- 
ed it  in  the  same  way  ixthkikd.av 
AND  oEXEKATiox,  so  all  must  como 
into  pfissession  of  it.  As  this  office 
is  the  highest  find  tlie  greatest  known 
to  m an , or  tiiat  can  be  conferred  n pon 
; man.  there  being  no  greater,  and  as 
i none  hut  one  can  bold  it  at  the  same 
• time  on  tlie  eartli,  there  is  an  abso- 
iliite  necessity  that  as  often  as  one 
I holding  tills  priesthood  is  to  lie  siic- 
i ceeded  by  anotlier.he  must  come  into 
j possession  of  it  as  all  the  rest  have, 
j There  is  no  need  nor  place  for  a siic- 
Icessor  to  this  office  as  long  as  tin* 
predecessor  is  living,  or  remains  a 
jiropliet  on  the  eartli,  and  if  Joseph 
Smitli  should  have  ordained  Ills  suc- 
cessor five  minutes  before  lie  was 
slain,  or  "taken,”  it  would  be  ft  vio- 
lation of  the  oatli  of  God,  who  said: 
‘‘and  this  yesliall  know  asstjhkdi.y. 
that  there  is  none  other  appointed 
unto  you  to  receive  commamlmenfs 
and  revelations  rxTii.  he  he  taken, 
if  he  abide  in  me.”  A parallel  case 
to  tins  is  seen  in  tlie  case  of  Elislia 
and  Elijah.  The  former  asked  the 
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latter  for  a double  portion  of  tlie 
{U'ophetic  gift  and  power,  and  that 
was  simply  that  he  might  be  endow- 
ed with  the  prophetic  gifts  of  Elijah. 
Elijah  answered  that  he  had  asked 
•‘a  hard  thing,”  nevertheless  if  thou 
.see  me  when  I am  “taken”  it  shall 
be  so  unto  thee,  but  if  not  it  shall  not 
be  so.  No  room, you  see, for  another 
like  Elijah  until  he  was  taken;  but 
when  Elijah  was  taken  up  from  the 
earth  into  the  chariot  of  God,  he 
could  then  act  as  an  angel  of  light 
and  no  doubt  the  prophetic  office 
was  then  conferred  as  in  the  other 
cases,  by  the  laying  on  of  hands;  for 
the  prophetic  gifts  a re  not  given  only 
by  the  laying  on  of  hands  of  those 
who  possess  them.  ' 

I am  aware  that  Mr.  Woodruff  has 
claimed  that  the  Twelve  received: 
from  Joseph  a short  time  before  his  i 
death,  an  endowment  of  ai.i.  the. 
prophetic  gifts  and  keys  which  he  j 
himself  possessed  in  his  prophetic! 
ministi-y.  There  is  not  one  word  of 
truth  in  this  statement, either  in  tlie- : 
ory  or  in  fact.  It  is  teetotally  at : 
war  with  all  that  God  has  revealed  : 
ill  the  present  or  past  dispensations, 
first  of  all.  God  never  in  any  age  of 
the  world,  conferred  the  prophetic 
gifts  npon  any  more  than  one  at  the 
same  lime.  God  firomiseil  only  to 
plant  another  in  Joseph’s  stead,  not 
ten  or  a dozen.  Besides,  tliere  is  the 
promise  of  God,  that  no  one  would 
be  appointed  to  receive  command- 
ments and  revelations  for  the  church 
iluring  Ids  ministry  as  a prophet, 
simply,  as  before  observed,  because 
there  was  neither  place  nor  use  for 
any  such  person,  and  never  was,  un- 
til he  was  taken. 

The  following  quotations  from  the 
Doc.  & Cov.,  show  that  but  one  vvas 
promised  to  succeed  Joseph,  and  all 
history,  renstm,  revelation  and  com- 
mon sense,  give  the  lie  to  the  claim 


of  any  more. 

•T  have  given  unto  him  the  keys  of 
the  mysteries  and  revelations  which 
are  sealed  until  I shall  appoint  unto 
them  (the  church)  anothek  in  his 
stead.”  Not  ten  or  a dozen. 

“I  have  given  unto  him  (Joseph) 
the  keys  of  the  mystery  of  those 
things  which  are  sealed,  even  things 
which  were  from  the  foundation  of 
theworld.and  the thingswhich  shall 
come  from  this  time  until  tlie  time  of 
m3’  coming,  if  he  abide  in  me,  and  if 
not,  another.”  not  ten  ora.  dozen, 
“will  I plant  in  his  stead.” 

“He  shall  not  have  power  except 
to  appoint  another  in  his  stead.” 

“Nevertheless  thi’ough  j’ou  (Jos- 
eph) shall  the  oracles  (the  sealed 
mysteries  and  revelations)  be  given 
to  another,  even  unto  the  church.” 
Herearefour  testimonies  taken  from 
as  ma  ny  revelations  given  at  different 
times,  to  assure  the  Saints  that  God 
would  appoint  another  in  the  stead 
of  Joseph,  to  lead  the  church  in  his 
stead  as  Joseph  led  it,  but  no  more. 

But  the  claim  of  Mr.  Willford 
Woodruff  is  lame  in  other  great 
points  as  well  as  this.  Yon  know 
thatG<id  made  it  a law  tothe  church 
that  its  president  is  appointed  by 
revelation  and  that  that  revelation 
is  tocome  from  God  throl’OH  .ioseph. 
as“The  President  of  the  church,  who 
is  also  the  president  of  the  council. 
IS  appointed  by  rkvei-ation  (Doc.& 
Cov.  See.  102:  9.) 

“But  VERtEY,  VERII.Y  I say  unto 
yon,  that  none  else  sliall  he  appoint- 
ed unto  THIS  oiFT,”  (that  is.  the  gift 
of  receiving  commandments  and  rev- 
elations for  the  Church),  “excejit  it 
lie  THROIKSH  HIM.” — Jose))!).  “And 
this  shall  be  a law  unto  you.”  &e.. 
“that  ye  he  n<it  deceived”  and  that 
ye  may  know  that  the  revelations  of 
all  others  but  his,  who  is  so  appoint- 
ed of  God,  through  Josepli,  are  false 


and  will  load  to  dcstnic-tion  Kotmcr 
or  later.  For  all  thills^  i>i  (lod’H 
Kins<l'>m  “«*■<*  governed  by  la  w,’’ and 
that  heitiji’ true,  it  imist  of  necessity 
l)(‘.  that  the  call,  appointment  and 
oi-dination  of  a prophet  is  fixed  and 
accomplished  by  Law,an<l  the  above 
IS  the  la  w.and  Ib  if*ham  Young'  never 
pretemled  tiiat  he  was  calh-d  in  any 
such  way.  Nor  has  any  living  or 
dead  man  ever  claimerl  to  be  so 
ai>pointed  but  Mr.  Strang.  They 
<-oiild  not  claim  such  an  appoint- 
ment.  Iiecatise  tiut.v  never  received  it 
to  claim.  The  Brighamite  leaders 
never  claimed  any  ordination  than 
that  of  the  Twelve  Apostles.  And 
as  tlieir  calling  a.nd  mission  is  solely 
and  wholly  to  the  nations  of  tlie 
earth,  rNDion  thio  iukrctio.n  of  tiiio 
cimcF  siiici’UKKi).  and  not  to  the 
clinrch.  w<*  must  conclmle  that  the 
(lod  of  Israel,  who  lias  inadeso  many 
pi'oinises  that  He  would  "pla  nt''and 
“appoint  anotluu-’* in. Joseph's  stead, 
has  fulfilled  His  wor<l.  not  onl.v  that 
tliese  men  might  be  l•<‘gulal•ly  sent  on 
their  missions,  but  that  the  work  of 
.iosepii  as  a profihet,  seer,  revidator 
and  translatoi'.  might  go  on.  .Vnd 
these  men,  in  attcmipting  to  get  out 
of  their  own  oflices  and  int<»  an  office 
far  su[)(;riorto  theirs,  without,  any 
h'gal  call  or  appointment  to  it.  to 
say  notliing  of  an  ordination  toil, 
insti'ad  of  (piietly  going  on  their  mis- 
sions to  tiic  nations,  merely  make 
themselves  deceivers  of  tin*  peojile, 
and  their  revcda  tions  the*  work  of  tiie 
wicked  omn 

'I'alk  about  Joseph  endowing  tlie 
'Pwelve  with  every  !«•>■  and  every 
giftthat  he  possessed  himself!  Why, 
if  that  were  possible,  it  would  make 
the  wliole  Twelve*,  jirophets.  seers, 
revc'lators  and  translatoi's,  just  as 
Ih>  was  himsidfi!  And  he  dhl  all  this? 
— made  all  these  men  just  such  as  he 
was  himsi'lf,  and  without  an  ordina- 


tion. and  nicFoiU';  lie  had  Ix'en  taken 
liimself?!!!  That  may  do  very  well 
to  amuse  little  children  with,  but  no 
man  having  any  knowledge  of  the 
order  of  God's  house,  can  ever  set 
that  down  as  a tiuth.  Supposing 
we  admit  all  this,  what  evidence  is, 
there  to  show  that  they  possessed 
A.\Y  oxK  of  the  ]>rophetic  giftsof  -los- 
e[)h.  the  Seer,  since  they  laid  claim  to 
all  this?  Absolutely  none,  and  it  is 
ixisitively  surprising  that  they  coidd 
have  the  hardihood  to  lay  claim  to 
any  such  gifts  as  .Iosp|)h  Siuitli  pos- 
sessed. knowing,  as  many  <lo,  and 
all  should,  that  no  such  gifts  jiuve 
ever  been  possessed  by  them. 

\A’ho  ever  heard  of  any  of  tlH'iu 
handling  the  rrum  and  Thummiuni. 
or  tlie  ancient  records  and  orach's 
which  this  instrument  is  designed  to' 
translate?  Is  the  Book  of  Mormon 
to  be  believed  when  it  testifies  that 
both  this  instrument  and  the  ancient 
records  are  to  he  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation,  or  from 

0. NK  nnopiiKT  TO  .tNOTiiKii?  Has  the 
Almighty  altered  tins  saying  at  any 
time  in  the  past? 

Is  not  the  successor  of  an.v  office, 
the  woidd  over,  entitled  to  the  same 
]irivileges;  the  kaaik  knowlkik;!;:  the 
samoi'Owicns.i’iucHooATivKS  and  af- 
TiioKiTV  possessed  by  the  iii'edecess- 
or?  And  is  it  not  as  universal  a fact 
thatall  successors  in  an.v  <»ftiee,imist 
beappointed  Accouni.vo  to  tiik  sa.mic 

1. AW.  and  UY  TiiK  SAMK  FowKit,  that 
appointed  the  predecessor?  If  God 
appoints  and  constitutes  one  pioph- 
et  to-<lay  by  one  law. and  another  to 
succeed  him  to-morrow  by  anotlier 
law,  and  another  regulation,  and 
after  a while  ajiiioints  anothei-  suc- 
cessor in  the  same  office  liy  still 
another  law  and  power,  and  so  keeps 
on  at  it.  never  appointing  and  con- 
stituling  any  two  projihets  tt)  stand 
at  the  head  a'ike,  thus  keeping  His 


Saints  in  an  eternal  puzzle  anti  hiile- 1 
and-go  seek  to  find  the  truth,  I can’t  ] 
conceive  of  any  one  who  has  taken  : 
iiKjre  pains  than  He  to  deceive  his^ 
j)eople,  though  He  has  said,  ‘"take 
heed  that  no  man  deceive  you.’-  lint 
Hod  forbid  tlmt  thisistlie  order  of 
tilings  that  He  asks  mankind  to  how 
to.  The  fault  is  with  man,  the  hlin<i 
leaders  of  tin?  blind;  the  corrupt  and 
tile  crafty,  and  not  with  the  .\1- 
migh  ty. 

Rememhering  thatUo<l  (as  before 
said  I promised  to  jilace  anotlier  in 
Joseph’s  stead,  some  four  different 
times;  and  as  it  is  claimed  for  the 
'r  welvethat  they  wore  endowe»l  with 
all  the  keys  and  gifts  held  i>y  Joseph, 
the  iirojihet,  will  you  tell  us  how  it 
haiipened  that  Brigham  Young  so 
soon  after  J osejih’s  death, sf*  grossly 
contradicted  the  .\liuighty  by  say- 
ing: “l-KT  NO  M.\N  PRBSUMK,  I'Oli  A 
.\IOMKNT.  THAT  .lOSKPH'S  PLACK  WII.l, 
nic  Fii-incD  BY  A.NOTiiKn.  For  re- 
member that  he  stands  in  his  own 
place.  an<l  always  will,  aiul  the 
'Pwelve  staiKi  in  their  own  jilaco  and 
always  will.”  Is  this  tlie  kind  of  evi- 
dence yon  have  to  offer,  that  Brig- 
ham and  ids  quorum  were  endowed 
with  all  the  keys  an<l  gifts  held  by 
Josepli.  tlie  prophet’/ 

If  God  changed  from  the  promises 
ahoveniade.  wliat  was  it  thatcaiised 
that  change’?  And  if  He  did  not, 
wliicli,  of  Cfiurse,  is  true,  then  hy 
what  authority,  or  keys  or  inspira- 
tion, did  Rrlgham  put  forth  that 
most  emiihatic  decree?  J»)seph’s 
••place”  was  at  the  head  of  the 
chui’choN  KAHTH.as  its  leader.  That 
was  the  place  tliatGod  at  fouriliffer- 
ent  times,  said  He  would  appoint 
aiul  ordain  one  to  till.  That  wasthe 
place,  or  the‘‘steafl  referred  to  hy 
the  Almighty.”  God  said  He  would 
fill  it.  Brigham  Young  stfinds  up  in 
a puiilic congregation  and  proclaims 


to  all  the  Saints  in  all  the  world: 
‘*I<et  no  man  presnme.fora  moment, 
that  Joseph’s  place  will  he  filled  hy 
ant)ther,”&c.,thns  contradicting  the 
•Almighty:  tolling  them,  also,  that 
J»)sot»h  still  8t<K)d  in  his  own  f)lac<*, 
when  liewas  cutdown  ami  no  longer 
occujiied  his  place  at  the  head  of  the 
cluirch  on  earth.  More»)ver. he  says: 
“And  the'l'wolve  stand  in  tlieircuvn 
place  and  always  will;”  whicli  in  a 
sliort  time  afterward  turns  out  to 
lie  false  also.  For  they  soon  got  out 
of  their  places  after  Joseph’s  fleath. 
teacliing  and  assuming  that  the 
Twelve  were  the  projier  persons  to 
leail  tile  chnrcli,  utterly  iadei>end<*nt 
of  any  one  else.  But  through  the 
force  of  arguments  hurled  against 
them  hy  .\Ii-.  Strang,  they  again 
change  fi’ont,  and  turn  and  klicct 
Brigham  Young  to  stand  in  Josepli’s 
‘‘place”  and  two  others  out  of  his 
(luorum  he  his  eonnsellors,  and 
tlien  ordained  three  otliei-s  to  fill 
their  vacant  places  in  said  (iiiornm. 
•And  all  tliis  in  tlie  face  of  tiint  other 
saying  of  Brigham,  sent  into  all 
the  world;  ••Brethren,  ycni  are  now 
wrrnoPT  a pkopiikt  prichent  with 
Yoi;  Lv  THE  I'f-Ksn  to  cuidk  yop,  lint 
ycjn  are  not  witlnuit  apo.stlps.”&c. 

And  yet,  after  all  this,  liis  follow- 
ers undertake  to  provi'  him  a propli- 
et,  “like  unto  .\foses,  having  all  the 
gifts  which  (lod  liestows  ujion  the 
hea<J  of  the  church!”  or  all  the  gifts 
anil  keys  which  God  conferred  upon 
the  prophet  Joseiih.  who  wlio  was  a 
prophet  like  unto  Moses!!! 

And  now  I feel  very  much  like  test- 
ing Bi-igliam  Young  in  the  claim  set 
up  for  liim  as  a successor  of  the 
prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  a little  fur- 
ther. 

You  may  remeinher  that  it  is  said 
that— “The  m ty  of  tlie  President  of 
tile  office  of  tlie  High  [iriestliood  is  to 
preside  over  the  whole  ehurch,  and 


he  like  unto  Moses.  Behold,  here  is 
wisdom!  yea  to  be  a seer,  a revela- 
tor.  a translator  and  a prophet. 
haviiiR  the  sifts  of  God  vvhicli 
He  bestows  upon  the  head  of  the 
church.”  (Doc.&  Oov.Sec.lO":  91,92.) 

When  he  save  ti»e  lie  to  tlie  above 
promises  of  God,  was  tlial  an  evi- 
dence that  lie  was  «a  propliet,  and  a 
soei-  of  God  like  unto  Moses?  As  the 
Book  of  .Mormon  saystliat  tiie  l)einfr 
put  in  possessiott  of  the  Ibnim  and 
Tliuininium,  by  the  power  of  God,  is 
wliat  constitutes  a seer.  Wliat  evi- 
dence can  you  or  any  one  else  brinj*' 
from  tlio  testimony  of  IfriKliam 
Young  tliat  he  ever  was  a seer  after 
tliis  pattei-n?  .\nd  it  l)eing  written 
in  the  Book  of  Mormon  tliat,  the 
records  had  and  kept  among  the 
Nephites  were  designed  to  me  fr.\.N;i)- 
Kl)  DOWN  FROM  ONH  , FROPIIHT  TO  .W- 
OTHICR,  &c.  (S(“e  1st  Book  of  Neplii, 
Glinp.  5:  47,  also  Book  (d  .Mosiali, 
(diap.  18:  :3,)  and  it  being  claimed  l)y 
you  and  others  tliat  Brigham  Young 
was  .Jo8ei)ir8  lawful  successor,  in 
the  Presidency  and  projihetic  office, 
wliat  evidence  have  you  to  offer  to 
any  luinest  imiuirer,  that  he  either 
ever  handled  or  saw  either  the.8e  rec- 
ords or  the  instrument  designed  for 
their  translation?  Wlio  are  his  wit- 
nesses in  these  matters? 

I know  as  well  as  I wish  to  know, 
that.loseph  Smith  lield  these  rtnjords 
and  translated  from  them  by  this 
instrument.  I am  just  as  well  satis- 
fied that  Mr.  Strang  did  possess 
the.se  things,  and  did  translate  from 
and  by  them  as  .loseph  did.  1 have 
never  seen  either  of  these  men  trans- 
late and  have  only  their  own  and 
their  witnesses’  t<“stimony  for  it. 
Whyshould  f lielieveBrigham  Young 
or  any  of  his  successors  to  be  seers, 
when  neither  he  nor  they,  nor  any- 
body else  ever  testified  that  he  was  a 
sw'r  of  this  kind?  Why  should  I be- 
jieve  Young  .Joseph  a seer,  when 


neithei’  he  nor  any  one  else,  as  a wit- 
ness, has  ever  testif1e<l  to  his  being 
anythingof  the  kind?  Did  you  ever 
inquii-einto  the  merits  of  the  woi-ks 
of  .Ml-.  .Strang,  so  as  to  satisfy  your- 
self tliat  you  do  not  falsely  accuse 
him  of  being  an  Impostcjr?  Or  did 
you  do  witli  liim  precisely  as  the  ene- 
mies of  .Joseph  liave  done  with  him. 
coinlemn  liim  solely  upon  the  testi- 
mony of  ills  meanest  and  basest  ene- 
mies? You  know  that  .Joseph’s  ene- 
mies lielieved  tliat  lie  lied  for  break- 
fast and  dinner  and  supper,  and 
between  meals;  when  he  lay  down 
and  when  lie  arose;  wlien  he  labored 
ami  when  he  rested;  that  liis  wlioh^ 
life  was  one  living  lie,  for  the  sake  of 
a little  (laltry  gain.  .A.nd  yriu  must 
have  an  idea  that  ns  .Joseph  Smith's 
enemieSilid  to  liim,  so  did  the  enemies 
of  all  tlie  propliets  to  them.  What 
of  it,  y(*u  say?  Xothing.  (uily  it 
would  seem  tliat  those  who  were 
once  bidievers  in  .Josepli  Smitli  liave 
changed  places  witli  them,  and  now 
do  the  same  thing  with  his  successor. 

I do  not  forget  another  jilea  set  up 
l)y  you  and  otliers  in  belialf  of  Brig- 
ham Young,  and  the  right  of  his 
(luoruin  to  learl  tlie  church;  namely, 
that  tlie  quorum  of  the  Twelve  ar<* 
co-equal  in  power  and  decision  with 
tlie  First  f’residency  of  tlie  cliurch. 
A graver  mistake  could  not  lie  made 
by  any  man  or  set  of  men. 

.\11  officers  in  the  church  of  like 
priesthood,  are  organized  into  qiio- 
nim.8,  each  <iuorum  being  entitled  to 
a president  and  two  counsellors,  ap- 
pointed out  of  their  own  (]Uoriim. 
'I'he  High  Priests  are  entitled  to  such 
a president  and  counsellors.  (See 
page  44."i,  Doc.  & Gov.  par.  1.88  to  18(): 
also  [lageSS.");  par.  21  to  28.) 

Now.  it  is  said  in  pai-.  24,  that  tlie 
Twelve  .\postles  form  a iiuorum 
‘‘equal  in  autliority  and  power  to 
the  three  presidents  previously  men- 
tioned.” 


'I'lie  (jiiestioii  arisos  hare:  nvo  these 
three  j)resi<leiitw  the  quoi’uni  of  tiuc 
First  Puksidkncv  of  the  cliueli,  wiio 
preside  over  the  wiiole  Priesthood, 
aiici  over' the  wliole  church,  or  are 
thej’  tlip  presidents  of  tlie  Hinh 
Priests’  <pi<>ruin?  The  latter  are 
doubtless  the  (piornm  intended.  To 
say  that  this  (luorum  is  the  quorum 
of  the  FIRST  Pi’esidency  of  thechur<*h 
is  virtually  t<>  say  that  there  was.  in 
the  days  of  .losepii,  no  supreme,  con- 
troll'Uff  or  ffovernintf  power  in  the 
church:  f<tr  it  is  said  in  the  con- 
nection, that  several  othei-  (luorums 
wer<‘  ecpial  in  authoriy  and  power 
with  this  quorum,  and  with  each 
'•ther.  Hut  in  the  lifetime  of  .Joseph 
tlieTwelve  weresulqect.and  amena- 
ble to. and  sent  on  their  missions  by. 
tlie  First  I'RKsiniCNfv  of  the  cimi-ch; 
and  all  this  shows  th(‘ superioiaty  of 
the  h’irst  Presidency,  not  only  over 
the  Twelve,  but  over  all  the  church. 

To  say  that  all  the  above  mention- 
ed (juoruins  were  equal  in  {lowerand 
authority  with  the  First  Presi<lency 
is  simply  to  say  that  any  one  of 
tliem  mi^htdoas  th(*.v  pleased,  and 
tliere  was  no  one  to  call  ttiem  in 
(luestion  or  set  them  in  order.  But 
weare  assured  by  revelation,  ( past* 
Doc.  & Cov.  7S  par.  to  S(».)  that 
the  First  President  and  his  counsel- 
lors are  the  iiiohest  council  in  the 
church  of  God.  and  that  their  decis- 
ions are  the  end  of  controversy  in  ail 
s|)ii  itual  matters  bronjrht  before  it. 
'I'liat  is  not  said  anywhere  of  tin*  de- 
cisions of  tlie  Twelve,  nor  of  any 
otlier  quorum  in  tin*  church,  for  they 
all  can  be  called  in  question  and  np- 
peal<*d  from. in  their  decisions. except 
the  flecisions  of  this  (juornin. 

Moreover. the  Twelve,  at  the  death 
of  .loseph  Smith,  had  nothin}*- to  do 
with  the  regulatiim- of  the  affaii-stif 
the  church  at  Nauvoo,  or  any  other 
oRo.vNiZFi)  stake  of  Zion.  They  are 


everywhere  spoken  of  as  a traveling', 
i)resi<ling  high  couiicii,  officiating  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  First  Presidency , whose* 
fluty  and  mission  is.  abroael  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  oiiening  up 
the  gospel  to  the  inhabitantsthereof. 
Yet,  as  soon  as  .loseph  and  Hyrum 
wei'etaken,  the}’  assumed  thereins  of 
government  and  authority,  over  tlu* 
whole  church,  and  not  oidy  under- 
take t<j  cut  off  Sidney  Higdon,  a man 
over  whom  they  had  no  authority, 
but  undertake  to  cut  off  .Mr.  Strang, 
also,  who  held  the  written  apiioint- 
ment  by  revelation  through  .Joseph, 
as  his  lawful  smreessor,  without  so 
much  as  giving  him  a liearing.  which 
evei*y  accused  man,  both  in  and  out 
of  the  church,  is  entitled  to.  and 
should  have! 

Now,  you  have  spokc'n  somewhat 
against  Mr.  Strang's  appoiniment, 
and  claims  of  angelic  orilination,  but 
for  the  sake  of  consistency,  do  jmt 
some  kindof  adecent  face.if  pos.silile, 
ui)on  Brigham  Young's  career  and 
claims  to  succeed  the  pr<q)hct,  .los- 
biid  until  you  can  accomplish 
this,  1)0  be  silent  al)Out  the  claims  of 
Mr.  Strang  or  anybody  (‘ise. 

It  is  true  that  Mr.  Strang  was  or- 
dained a King,  and  a great  deal  of 
ado  lias  been  made  about  it  fiy  some 
.Mormons. 

You  may  never  have  h(>ard  of  it. 
but  it  is  just  as  true  that  .Joseph 
Smith  was  ordained  to  flu*  Kingly 
office.  Both  William  Marks  ami 
George  Miller  have  put  it  on  rccoi-d 
that  .Joserih  Smith,  sonu*  time  befori* 
his  martyrdom,  was  also  ordained  a 
King.  .\ny  one  who  has  a copy  of 
('has.  1^  Thoin|)son's  old  “H.mi- 
niNCKR  .\ND  ()R<;.t\,’'and  (Jen.  George 
.Miller's  corresiiondence  with  the 
“Northkrn  Isl.vndicr."  in  the  earl.v 
fifties, can  very  clearly  read  that  fact 
for  himself. 


William  Marks,  you  know,  wlio 
was  tlien  Clias.Tl.Tli()mpson*K“('hief 
'i’oarher  ill  Jelios’airs  Presbytery,  of 
Zirui.”  and  who,  in  ISOO,  ordained} 
yoniuv  .losepli  Smitli  to  be  liis  i 
fatlier's  successor  in  the  [irophetie  ! 
office,  at  Amboy,  111.,  and  who  was 
associated  with  tlie  said  (lhas.  If.  , 
''I'ltompson  forsome  seven  years  be- 
fore. has  taken  jtreat  pains  to  inform  ; 
usof  theKinjflyordination  of  Joseph  ' 
Smith,  as  well  a.s  that  plural  mar- 
riajri'  was  introduced,  and  practiced  . 
in  Naiivoo,  about  tlie  same  time. 

You  say,  periiaps.  wlint  of  all  this? 
Xotliiiiff,  excejit  merely  tiiis:  that 
botli  rfoseph  and  James,  were  very 
much  alike  in  these  matters,  as  well 
as  in  all  other  things.  So  that  if  tlie 
one  is  condemned  for  these  things 
the  other  is  also.  And  if  the  one  is 
blameless  and  blessed,  the  other  is. 
I'or  my  own  part,  I cannot  set*  any 
more  wrong  in  being  anointed  a 
Kingthan  in  beinganointed.aBishop 
ora  High  Priest.  They  are  all  offi- 
cers belonging  to  the  Holy  Priest- 
hood. 

Whatever  argument  or  train  of 
Ihought  conspires  to  overthow 
James,  will  also  overthrow  Joseph;; 
for  what  the  predecessoi- is  the  suc- 
cessoi-  IS  and  must  be  also.  It  istrue  ‘ 
tliattlie  successor  of  Josej^li  would  ^ 
not  need  to  commence  and  reveal 
anew  precisely  the  same  tilings  that 
Josepii  did,  iiut  he  wouhl  begin 
where  .loseph  left  f)ff  and  continueto 
reveal  the  same  tilings  which  Joseph 
would  have  revealed  had  lu*  been 
permitted  to  continue  as  a prophet 
of  (lod  to  his  people,  'i'hat  is  pre- 
cisely the  direction  in  which  Mr. 
•Strang  followe<l.  Josejih  Smith  and 
all  the  other  prophets,  have  infoimied 
ns.t’lmt  the  Hatter  Day  dispensation 
is  to  tie  made  np  of  all  the  disiiensa- 
tions  of  tlie  past.  (See  Josejdi’s  sec- 
ond, letter  on  Baptism  for  the  dead. 


liar.  IS,  ('ompendiiun.  page  IJJ.  .\cts 
J:  21.) 

Josepii  Smith  merely  eonimeneed 
this  great  work  by  first  revealing 
the  first  principles  of  the  gospel  ami 
the  order  of  the  priesthood,  but  this 
only  inpart;  (First  letter  on  Baptism 
for  the  dead.  par.  IS,)  and  many 
otlier  tilings  necessary  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry  and  the  gathering  of 
the  saints.  But  lie  did  not  reveal 
l>ut  a small  jiart  of  tiiat  %vhieli  is  to 
come  forth  in  thisdispensation.  The 
Book  of  Mormon  tells  ns  in  more 
tlian  a dozen  jilaces;  that  tlie  “one 
limidredtli  part”  of  the  tilings  had 
and  done  among  the  Nephites,  are 
not  contained  in  Mormon’s  abridge- 
ment. and  the  New  Testament 
abounds  with  sayings,  refereiiees 
and  allusions  to  things  once  known 
among  the  Ansient  Saints,  which  are 
not,  as  yet,  understood  by  tlie  Ha  tter 
Day  Saints.  There  is  very  little  of 
the  Apocalypse  understood.  There 
are  many  sayings  in  Paiirs  writings 
that  are  anything  but  clearly  under- 
Ktood;  as.  for  instance,  the  cliange 
tliat  was  made  in  tlie  priesthood, 
tliat.  of  necessity,  made  a change  in 
the  law.— (Heb.  7:  12.)  And  there 
are,  also  several  otlier  chapters  wliicli 
have,  to  ns.  meaningless  sayings. 

Galations  U:  19,  speaks  of  a law 
that  was  adde<l  because  of  trans- 
gressions in  the  time  of  Moses,  and 
was  to  remain  in  force  till  ('lirist. 
Ezekiel  20:  25.  also  speaks  of  that 
law,  and  says  it  “was  not  good.’’ 
and  that  it  was  added  Viecauso  of 
transgressing  laws.  Sabbaths,  stat- 
utes and  judgments  whicli  had  been 
previouslj’  given  them  in  Sinai.  Bnt 
neither  Ezekiel  nor  Paul  tell  ns  what 
that  law  was.  The  Book  of  Mormon 
also  says  nuich  about  that  law  but 
does  not  tell  us  clearly  what  it  is. 
Revelation  only  can  make  this  and 
the  many  other  tilings,  clear  to  the 
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mulorstanding  of  the  Saints.  There 
is  but  a little  of  the  Book  of  Isaiah 
un(lerst»)o(l,  although  nearly  all  of  it 
refers  t<;  these  last  days.  Questions 
grow  out  of  baptism  for  the  dead  as 
•loseph  left  it;  as  who,  or  what  offi- 
cer in  tlie  priesthood  i«  autliorized  to 
baptize  for  tlieir  dead?  What  arej 
the  conditions  and  qualifications  of  1 
those  who  are  baptized  for  their  1 
dead,  and  how  far  back  ani«)ng  our 
ancestors  are  we  authorized  to  go  In  i 
being  baptized  for  them?  These  are  i 
alt  questions  of  vital  importance  un- ; 
answeretl  by  Joseph  Smith  in  what' 
he  has  left  us  on  this  ordinance  of 
bai)tism  for  the  dead.  I mention  ! 
tlie.se  things,  and  any  amount  morel 
might  be  mentioned,  to  show  that! 
lie  merely  commenced  the  dispensa-j 
tion  of  the  fullness  of  times.  ' 

.Vnd  now,  we  know  that  Brigham  ! 
Young  never  revealed  a single  item  of  I 
these  lost  or  covered  dispensations.! 
.\or  did  any  one  of  his  successors; 
neither  has  any  oneelse  if  it  be  proper 
to  ignore  Mr.  Strang  as  Joseph 
Smith’s  lawful  successor. 

.N'ow.  Paul  tells  us  that  God,  liy 
means  of  the  dispensation  of  the  full- 
ness of  times,  is  going  to  gather  all 
things  both  in  heaven  and  in  earth 
IN  ONio,in('hrist.— (Kphes.lrlO.)  And 
I am  sure  I can  see  no  way  that  all 
things  can  be  united  In  one,  only  by 
revealing  all  the  dispensations  of  the 
past, and  bringing  all  intosubjection 
to  tliem.  How  ai’e  the  Saints  of 
these  days  to  be  united  aiul  made 
on(‘  with  the  Saints  of  former  times, 
unless  by  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  bnv  aiul  the  testimony  and  the 
counsels  of  God  that  governed  and 
led  them?  And  how  can  we  iiecome 
acijuainted  with  and  obey  these 
things  unless  they  are  revealed  to  ns? 

Wlien  Israel  entered  the  land  of 
(’anann  tliey  were  free  and  independ- 
ent of  all  other  nations.  Then  they 


had  no  laws  but  (iod's  laws  to 
govern  them,  either  In  tiieir  secular 
or  spiritual  affairs.  God  was  “their 
King  and  tlieir  law-giver.”  His  law- 
alone  ruled  them,  both  in  peace  and 
in  war;  in  their  incomings  and  in 
their  out-goings,  in  their  week  days 
and  on  tlieir  Sabbaths,  in  tlieir  feast- 
iiigs  and  their  mournings,  in  tlieir 
social  gatherings,  and  in  their  loneli- 
ness. There  was  no  such  distinction 
among  them  as  church  and  state. 
Their  cluireli  officers  and  state  offi- 
cers were  all  one.  And,  as  a matter 
of  course,  this  law  that  so  ruled  the 
people  of  God  in  those  ages,  -Mt;sT 
COMIC  FORTH  I.N  THIS  A(?10.  I do  not 
say  that  it  must  come  fortli  to  set 
aside  the  political  law  of  this  Inml, 
or  any  other  land.  But  as  (-lod  has 
decreed  thedestruction  of  the  nations 
in  these  days,  and  the  setting  up  of 
His  Kingdom  niion  their  ruins,  it 
becomes  a matter  of  the  liigliest 
necessity  tliat  this  law  of  God  lie 
FIRST  revealed,  and  the  Saints  made 
acquainted  with  it,  so  that  when  the 
nations  of  the  earth  are  going  down 
by  the  judgments  of  God,  tliey  may 
be  able  to  establish  the  order  of  tlie 
Kingdom  of  God  in  tlieir  stead,  just 
as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  but  tt) 
much  greater  perfection. 

In  harmony  with  this,  God  gave 
Mr.  Strang  a considerable  part  of 
tins  law.  besides  vai-ious  revelations 
which  guideil  him  in  tliesume  work, 
whicii  he  commenceil  by  Josi'pli 
Smith. 

All  these  things  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  show  to  the  lover  of  trutli 
that  the  same  master  mind  that 
guided  Josejih  Smith,  guideil  James 
J.  Strang. 

The  Knowledge  of  God  does  not, in 
these  days,  any  mon*  than  in  any 
otlier.come  in  and  take  possession  of 
men’s  minds  witlioi.t  tliouglit.  re- 
flection and  careful  investigation. 
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inon  lay  by  theii*  i)r(.*ju(lioes,  and 
honestly  tliiiik.  i-eflect  Jin<l  investi- 
j?ate,  and  compare  spiritual  things 
with  spiritual,  ainl  we  are  not  one 
.whit  afraid  but  what  they  will  find 
the  works  of  Mi*.  Strang  as  sound  as 
the  works  of  any  other  prophet,  es- 
pecially that  commenced  by  the 
prophet,  Joseiih.and  In  exact  har- 
mony with  them,  too. 

Beffire  closinj^  this  letter,  T must 
return  again.  ff)r  a moment,  to  the 
necessity  of  .Joseph’s  successor  being 
ordained.  “We  do  not,”  says  the 
firophet  Joseph,  “consider  ourselves 
bound  to  receive  anyrevelatitui  from 
any  one  man  or  woman,  without 
their  lieing  legally  constituted  .\xi> 
ORD.4IXKI)  to  that  authority  and 
given  si:ffi<;ient  proof  of  it.”  (Times 
and  Seasons,  Vol.  5,  page  752. j 
This,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
saying,  ’‘shall  come  in  at  the  gate 
{ind  be  ordained  as  I have  told  yon 
(thechurch)  befiire;”  and  the  further 
fact  tliat  .Moses,  Jesus,  Peler.  James 
and  John,  and  Josefih  Smith;  yes, 
and  all  the  Holy  prophets  since  the 
world  began,  have  all  been  ordained 
to  the  office  of  prophet,  se<'r,  revela- 
tor  and  translator,  and  to  all  the 
gifts  which  God  bestows  upon  the 
head  of  the  church,  and  by  heavenly 
mesaengers,  too,  all  make  .v  .mkuitv 
.\Nn8TRON(}  POi.NT  .vdAiNST  Brigham 
Young.  This  being  true  of  all  the 
tirophets  since  the  days  of  Adam, 
upon  what  ground  shall  Brigham 
Young  and  his  successors  lie  exempt- 
erl  from  its  necessity? 

f am  not  now  addressing  myself 
to  the  Reorganized  gentlemen  who 
teach  that  Joseph  was  a prophet, 
seer,  revelator  and  translator  before 
his  ordination  under  the  hands  of 
Peter.  James  and  John,  who  they 
say,  did  not  lay  their  hands  on 
Joseph  and  Oliver,  but  merely  or- 
dained them  as  sectarians  do,  by 


commanding  these  unordained  men 
t»)  ordain  one  another,  thus  building 
up  another  sectarian  church.  But  I 
am  addressing  myself  to  a man  or 
men  who  I believe  have  a much  bet- 
ter sense  of  the  nature  and  impor- 
tance of  an  ordination,  that  is,  ji 
genuine  ordination,  umler  the  hands 
of  those  who  were  themselves  or- 
dained, and  who,  at  least,  hf)ld  that 
degree  of  the  priesthood  which  they 
umlej’take  to  confer  on  others. 

It  is  true  that  the  first  or  leading 
otficers  of  the  ('hurch  are  “first 
apostles,  ”i>ut  it  is  very  evident  that 
in  the  order  <if  apostles  there  are  dif- 
ferent degrees. 

Joseph  Smith  was  an  apostle  of 
the  highest  or  first  dregree.  His 
counselloi’s  or  assistants  in  the  Pres- 
i<lency,  are  also  apostles,  but  of  sec- 
ondary degi-ee.  TheTwelve  are  next 
below’  the  first  and  second  degree, 
and  are  subject  to  them,  and  they 
are  neither  prophets,  seers,  revelatoj  s 
nor  ti-anslators  to  the  church,  and 
are  never  in  tiie  law  of  the  church, 
spoken  of  as  such.  Herein  is  the  dif- 
ference between  Brigham  Young  ami 
his  quorum,  and  the  one  whom  God 
places  at  the  head  of  the  church. 
The  assistant  ju’esidents  are  proph- 
ets, seers  and  rcvelators,  but  are  not 
allowed  t<*  wi’ite  their  revelations  for 
the  government  of  the  church. 
Where,  then,  had  Brigham  Young 
the  right  to  be  a revelator  to  the 
church?  Joseph  alone  held  the  keys 
of  inysteriesand  revelations, and  had 
the  right,  in  virtue  of  his  ordination, 
to  stand  in  the  presence  of  God,  and 
give  the  word  of  God  as  fnun  His 
own  mouth.  No  other  apostle  in 
the  church  held  any  such  right. 
“Thou,”  Oliver  Cowdery,  “shall  not 
Command  him  who  is  at  thy  head 
and  at  the  head  t)f  the  church.  Por 
I have  given  him  (Joseph)  the  kkys 
of  the  .MYSTicRins  and  the  rkvri..\- 


TioNs  which  are  sealed,  until  I shall 
appoint  unto  them  another  in  his 
stead.”— (Doc.  Cov.  Sec.  28:.  (5,  7.) 
“And  I have  given  unto  him  (.Joseph) 
the  keys  of  the  mystery  of  those 
tilings  which  have  been  sealed,  even 
things  which  were  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world,  and  the  things 
which  shallcome  from  this  timeuntil 
tlie  time  of  my  coming,  if  he  abide  in 
me,  and  if  not  another  will  I plant  in 
his  stead.”— (Sec.  35:  IS.)  “.\nd  this 
greater  priesthood  (that  is,  the 
priesthood  which  is  after  tlie  holiest 
order  of  God.)  holdeth  the  key  of  the 
mysteries  of  the  kingdom,  even  the 
key  of  theKnowledgeof  God.” — (Sec. 
S4:  19.) 

You  perceive,  then,  that  it  is  this 
highest  and  “most  holy  order”  of  the 
priestliood  that  holds  the  key  of  the 
mysteries  of  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
the  key  of  the  knowledge  of  God. 
How.  then,  could  Rrigham  Young 
or  his  successor,  or  young  .Joseph 
Smith  or  anybody  else,  come  in  pos- 
session of  these  keys  without  this 
highest  and  most  holy  order  of 
priesthood?  And  how  could  he  or 
any  one  else  come  in  possession  of 
this  most  Ht)ly  (trdei-  of  the  pi-iest- 
hood,  tinly  as  .Joseph  ainl  Moses. and 
.lesus  and  Peter,  .James  and  .John 
and  others,  all  of  whom  ohtainert  it 
only  under  the  hands  of  hfav<Mily 
messengers? 

I will  now  examine  Brigham 
Young’stemple  building.  In  thefirst 
|)lace,  they  are  all  ve)\v  fine  in  taste 
and  architecture;  exceedingly  expen- 
sive, and  so  far  as  mere  human  wis- 
dom and  skill  are  concerned,  are  well 
worthy  of  any  people.  Biitthe  great 
troulile  with  them  all  is,  they  are 
great  piles  of  cold  stone,  laid  up  by 
man's  wisdom  and  not  by  the  direc- 
tion or  conunandment  of  God.  in 
which  neither  God  nor  tlie  angels  of 
FJis  jiresence,  put  in  any  npfiearance. 


any  more  than  they  do  in  the  great 
catliedrals  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Chnrch.  1 fear  not  to  say  tiiat  tliose 
Btuhtemples  have  been  pointed  from 
the  laying  of  the  very  first  stone  to 
the  very  higliest  point  on  tlieir 
t«>wers  and  steejiles,  and  that  first 
and  lastthey  have  been,  and  still  are 

.V  STIXK  IX  TIIK  XOSTKII.S  OF  GOJ> 
MIOHTY  .VNI)  OF  THK  .^XCKI.S  WHO  AKIC 

His  Mixisi'EHS.  I<’or  first  of  all.  the 
Almighty  God  never,  eitlier  calU^d 
the  people  there;  and  in  the  second 
place  Brigham  Y'oung  was  a gross 
usurper,  who  took  the  name  of  the 
Alinigliiy  God  in  vain,  not  having 
a shadow  of  right  to  tlie  place  and 
poMtion  he  assumed  over  the  I..atter 
Day  Saints.— (Doc.  & Cov.  Sec.  63:  61 
to  63.) 

I know  very  well,  and  T tliink  you 
ought  to  know  it,  too.  that  every 
temple  and  tabernacle  mentioned  in 
Holy  Writ,  where  God  commanded 
His  jieople,  through  a true  prophet, 
to  build  a house  untoHim  according 
to  the  fiattern  which  He  gave  them 
i)y  revelation,  that  His  glo7*y  and 
His  presence  was  there.  .And  the 
honest  and  pure  in  lieavt  were  entire- 
ly satisfied  tliat  it  was  so.  Forwhen 
Moses  had  reared  ujitho  tabernacle 
in  tlie  wilderness.  “Then  a cloud 
covered  llietent  of  the  congregation, 
ami  the  glory  of  Hie  Lord  filled  the 
: tabernacle.”— JKx.  40:  34  to  3S.) 

.And  of  tlie  temple  built  li.v  Solo  im  in 
tlie  iiattern  of  whicli  was  obl.ained 
of  God  by  revelation,  we  ren<l  that 
“when  the  priests  were  eome  {)ut  of 
the  holy  place,  the  cloud  filled  tlie 
house  of  tlie  J.,()rd.so  that  the  jiriests 
could  not  stand  to  minister  because 
of  the  cloud, for  the  glory  of  theLorii 
filled  the  house  of  the  Lord.”  And  in 
the  dedicating  prayer,  SoPimon  said 
“If  there  be  in  the  land,  famine,  pes- 
tilence, blasting,  mildew,  locust,  or  if 
there  be  cateriiillars;  whatsoever 


pljifiue,  whatsoever  sickness  there 
&C.,  “then  hear  Thou, in  Heaven 
'IMi.v  dwelling'  i)hice,  and  f^rrgive.  and 
do,  and  give  to  ever-y  man  according 
to  his  ways  whose  heartThou  Unow- 
esf.”  &c.— (See  1st  King.  (’hap. 

From  all  that  we  can  gather  from 
the  subject  of  temple  building,  in 
Holy  Wi-it,  we  are  assured  that  they 
are  not  built  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
(•(uigregating  together  to  hear  some 
great  man  or  men  making  great  dis- 
I)lays  of  human  wisdom,  whet-e 
neither  (Jod  nor  the  angels  <jf  His 
|)resenceever  put  in  any  appearance, 
and  are  never  seen  norhe  ird.  Jbit 
we  (b)  learn  ti)is: — tliat  a temple  of 
tlie  Lord  is  a liabitation  of  (iod, 
wliere  honest  men  and  women  may  ' 
go  and  petition  Him  upon  any  sub- 
ject tliat  concerns  their  welfare  here 
or  lierenfter,  and  get  answers  to 
1 lieir  prayej’s. 

Iteliold  Samnel's  motiier  pouring 
out  lier  soul’s  desire  in  the  tabernacle 
at  Sluloli.and  tlie  glorious  blessing 
slje  received.  AIs»>.  Rebecca  went 
away  to  inqnire  of  the  Lord  touch- 
ing her  posterity.  She  likely  went 
to  the  tejnple  of  the  Lord  built  in 
those  days. — (tlen.  'Sr.  21  tr>  23.) 

•‘One  thing,”  says  David,  ”liave  J 
desired  of  tlie  L<trd,  that  1 will  seek 
after;  that  f may  dwell  in  the  house 
of  tlie  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to 

UEHOr,l>  THK  llEAUTV  OK  THE  I.OUll, 
andto  iNnp  iHE  i.s'His  tkmit.k.”— (Ps. 
27:  4. ) 

Wlien  lie  was  troubleil  by  tlie  in- 
crease of  tlie  ungodly  in  tlie  land,  lie 
says,  in  going  into  tlio  sanctuary  or 
iKUiseof  (jod  to  in<[uire  concerning 
tliem.  “Then, "said  lie.”uiMlerstood 
i tlieir  end.”— (Ps.  73:  1 to  18.) 

••.\nd  inasmncli  as  my  jx'oiile  liuild 
a house  unto  me,  in  tlie  name  of  the 
iiord,  and  do  not  suffer  any  nnclenn 
tiling  to  come  into  it,  tliat  it  lie  not 
fleliled,  tn.v  glory  sliall  rest  kpon  it, 


yea,  and  my  presence  shall  lie  tliere. 
for  I will  come  into  it.  and  aij.  the 

I'l.’HK  IN  IIKAHT  THAT  SHAl.I.  COME 
I.NTO  IT,  SHAM,  SEE  GODI  llUt  if  it  lie 

defiled  I will  not  come  into  it,  ami 
my  glory  shall  not  be  there. for  1 will 
not  come  into  unholy  temples.-!  Doc. 
& Cov.  97:  l.j  to  19.) 

.\gain,  in  Sec.  94;  par.  (5  to  10,  tliere 
is  a very  similar  testimony.  “For 
verily,  this  generation  shall  not  all 
(inss  away,  until  a house  be  built 
unto  the  Lord, and  acloud  shall  rest 
upon  It,  which  cloml  shall  be  even 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  which  shall  fill 
the  house.”-!  Sec.  84:  5.) 

So.  now,  if  the  glory  of  (Jod  has 
been,  and  is  to  be.  in  all  these  cases, 
where,  we  ask  in  all  candor,  is  the 
glory  of  (Jod  in  all  your  gi-eat  Drig- 
hani  Youngtenifiles  and  tabernacles’? 
Yon  see  how  nicely  one  thing  har- 
monizes with  another.  The  Popes 
know  nothing  of  the  oriler  of  the 
holy  priesthood,  ami  in  agreement 
with  their  destitution  of  its  ordi- 
nances and  gifts,  they  build  wonder- 
fully fine  churches  and  cathedrals, 
and  call  them  houses  of  God,  &c., but 
the  Almighty,  through  (he  angels  of 
presence,  enters  not  these.  What  is 
the  ilifference  between  them  and 
youis‘7  There  are  no  mysteries  of 
the  pa.st,  present,  or  to  come,  reveal- 
e<l  in  any  of  the  great  (’atholic  or 
Pi'otestant  churches,  though  they 
cost  many  huridreds  of  millions  to 
erect  them.  Is  there  any  of  the  lost 
I things  of  Holy  Writ,  or  any  mystery 
: of  tlie  [last,  jiresent,  or  to  c^ime,  re- 
i vealed  in  any  of  the  great  temples  of 
: Utah  any  more  than  in  tlie  Catholic 
or  Protestant  temples?  Ai-e  there 
any  calamities  that  afflicteil  the  peo- 
, pie  or  oppressions  exercised  over 
I them,  removed?  Do  insects,  bugs, 

. worms  and  blights  jirey  upon  the 
1 crops  of  Utah  now  as  bad  and  even 
worse  than  before?  And  wliat  bet- 


tor  are  .von  off  in  nny  way.  since  the 
hnildins:  and  dedication  of  tliose 
wonderful  temples,  tiian  .von  were  be- 
fore? See,  now,  that  the  ancient 
temples  of  Ood  were  all  built  to 
bring  blessings  of  all  kinds,  and 
put  away  curses  and  calamities  of 
all  kinds:  but  what  have  yon  se- 
en red,  or  driven  off? 

••(),  we  have  done  wonders  for  onr 
<lead;  many  thousands  have  been 
baptized  f-n-  their  dead  relatives, 
and  thnswehave  secured  their  sal- 
vation,” etc.,  say  yon.  (>  fools!  If 
the  dead  could  speak  they  would  cry 
out  against  your  folly  and  vanity, 
and  ask  you  wiuit  good  yon  can  do 
for  them  when  you  can  secure  no 
oooi)  roK  YorasKi-vics?  How  can 
yon  save  ns  when  you  are  not  saved 
yonrseh-es?  When  you  left  Nauvoo 
and  crossed  the  Mississippi,  to  go 
into  the  wilds  of  thevvest  where  Ood 
never  called  yon  to  go, instead  of  go- 
ing to  Voree.  Wisconsin,  where  he 
j)in  call  .von  to  go,  tl)rongh  the 
prophet  Joseph,  yon  forfeited  priest- 
hood. and  membership  in  thechnrch 
of  .lesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints, 
and  both  you  and  your  dead  were 
rejected  according  tt»  the  decrees  of 
(rod  given  before,  in  that  same  city, 
and  we  are  satisfied  from  what  is 
written  that  nnless  you  speedily  j-e- 
pent.your  deacl  will  not  only  curse 
you  in  days  to  come.  Imt  theglor.v 
and  honoi'  c)f  raising  them  nj)  will  l)e 
given  to  others. 

Therefore  it  is  no  great  wonder 
that  yonr  leaders,  once  so  mighty  in 
argument,  and  niig))t.v  in  testimony, 
should  now  fear  to  take  up  the 
gauntlet  which  fools  and  fanatics 
have  thrown  down,  and  have  be- 
come weak  fis  other  men.  as  Samson 
of  old. 

•*f),  l)nt  have  we  not  accom|)lished 
wonders  in  settling  and  irrigating 
and  making  homes,  cities,  towns 


and  villages  in  the  llocky  moun- 
tains? Wehave  translated  theBook 
of  Mormon-into  man.v  languages, 
and  we  imve.preached  to  and  gath- 
ered out  many  people  from  the  na- 
tions f)f  the  ekrtli  and  given  them 
liomes  and  maile  them  accinainfed 
with  the  tl)ing8  of  God,”  etc-. 

Perhaps  .von  have  never  thought 
that  wicked  men  may  do  sneh  tilings 
as  these,  and  even  greater  h.v  a good 
deal. 

“Now  will  1 point  out  a mystery: 
Many  siN.vtCRs  shall  turn  and  trans- 
gress against  the  word  of  upright- 
ness. Tliey  shall  speak  evil 
things;  they  shall  utter  falsehood; 
ICXBCt’TE  (5UIC.4T  INDKKTAKINOS,  and 
COMPOSE  HOOKS  IN  TilEin  OWN 

WORDS.”  (Prophecy of Enoehtonch- 
ing  the  last  days.)  So  yon  see  that 
those  who  turn  and  transgress  tlie 
word  of  uprightness,  speak  ovil 
things,  and  utter  falsehoods,  can 

A<X;OMI'LISH  OKEAT  l.NDERTAKINCiS,” 

and  write  many  Books.  There  is  a. 
class  of  men.  also,  wlio  are  going  to 
come  tip  before-  the  Saviour  liy  and 
1)3',  yon  know,  for  judgment,  who 
will  plead  liefore  him  that  the.v  linve 
done  a great  many  “wonderful 
works”  in  Ins  name-,  wlio  will  be- 
surprised  to  hoar  him  sa3’:  “Verily  ] 
say  unto  yon,  j'on  know  me*  not;  de- 
part from  me  ye  workers  ofiniciuity.” 
You  will  lind  then,  friend  iii)l)ei  ts, 
tliat  God  is  just  as  good  as  his  word; 
tliat  botii  you  and  all  yonr  co-lead- 
ers with  vonrdead  are  rejected,  nof- 
wlthstanding  nil  .vonr  wonderful  do- 
ings. You  ma.v  remember  also  that 
God  has  said:  “If  they  (thecliurch) 
are  not  okoanized  according  to  m.v 
law  the.v  shall  be  cut  off.”  (Doc.  & 
(’ov..  Sec.  ol:! . 2. ) 

A great  deal  is  said  about  the  re- 
maining of  the  prU-stliood  “in  yon 
and  your  linemge  until  the  restora- 
tion of  all  things,  etc.,”  but  we  must 
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not  forget  the  other  sentence  follow- 
ing: “Therefore  blessed  are  ye  if  ye 

CONTINUE  IN  MV  (iOODNESS,  0 light  to 

the  Gentiles,  and  through  this  priest- 
hood a Saviour  unto  my  people.” 
(Sec.  S6:10,  11.)  (inery:  Were  the 
.lews  cut  off  for  rejecting  the  Sav- 
iour? Did  not  the  priesthood  con- 
tinue with  them  and  their  limuige? 
Was  William  R.  McLlellan.  Oliver 
('owdery.  David  Whitmerand  fifty 
other  prominent  imm  in  theciuirch 
in  tliis  generation  cut  off  and  tiie 
priesthood  taken  fi'oni  them?  Did 
the.\  iidierit  the  riglit  to  tins  priest- 
hood  from  th«*ir  fatliers?  Was  it  j 
taken  from  tliem  f<n*  evil-doing?  j 
And,  if  taken  from  all  these  f»tr  evil- ! 
<loing,  what  is  to  save  the  whole  fra- . 
ternit.v  of  the  Salt  I>ake  leadei’s  from  I 
the  like  fate,  when  guilty  of  likej 
crimes?  “Say  not  we  have  Abraham 
to  onr  father,  for  God  is  able  of  these 
stones^  to  raise  up  children  unto 
Alirahain.”  (Math.  3:9.) 

Heinember  that  the  Kingdom  of 
God  has  not  yet  ceased  to  suffer  vio- 
lence and  that  tlie  violent  have  not 
.v<*t  ceased  to  take  it  by  force.  (Math. 
11:12.)  Ilemember,  too.  tlial  false 
sheplierds  may  possess  ami  rule  and 
lead  tlio  sheep  or  the  church  of  Go<i. 
<>ven  in  these  last  days  fora  time; 
but  the  promise  <d  God  is  that  he 
will  cause  them  to  cease  to  feed  ms 
Fi.oi’K  and  deliver  them  out  of  their 
hands.  Any  one  who  carefully  reads 
the  34th  chap,  of  Ezekiel  may  see  this 
most  satisfactorily  for  himself;  and 
will  see  moreover  that  this  cliaj)- 
ter  refers  whcdly  to  thes<*  last  days. 
Gcxl  says  here  that  he  is  going  to  re- 
<|uin*His  FLOCK  at  the  handsof  these 
false  shepherds;  andeven  in  Joseph’s 
day,  when  deception  was  beginning 
to  enter  into  the  church,  God  says: 
“Woe  unto  them  wh<*  are  deceiv. 
KKS  and  hypocrites;  for  thussaith 
the  I.,ord  I wilt  bring  them  to  judg- 


ment. Behold  verily  I say  unto  you 
there  are  hypocrites  among  you. and 
have  deceived  some,  which  has  given 
the  adversary  power,  but  behold 
SUCH  siiALi.  BE  uecl.^imed;  but  the 
hyi>ocrltes  shall  be  detected  and 
Shull  be  cut  off  either  in  life  or  in 
death,  even  as  I will,  and  woe  unto 
thosewho  are  cut  off  from  m.yehurch 
for  the  same  are  overcome  of  the 
world.”  (Sec.  50:6  to  9.) 

“ WheiTforeletall  men  beware  how 
they  take  my  name  in  their  lips;  for 
behold  verily  I say  that  many  there 
bevvho  are  underthis condemnation; 
who  use  the  name  of  God.  and  use  it 
in  vain,  having  not  authority. 
Wherefore  let  the  church  rejient  of 
their  sins,  ami  I the  Lord  will  own 
them,  otherwise  they  shall  be  cut 
off.”— (Sec.  63:  61  to  63.) 

You  see  by  tills  testimony  bow 
nearly  the  church  came  to  be  rejected 
as  early  as  August, 1831,  and  liy  mucit 
tliat  is  written  on  this  point  you 
may  all  learn  that  God  has  in  no 
way  obliged  himself  to  regard  or 
acknowledge  any  iioople  as  his 
ciuirch,  wlio  disregard  his  counsels 
and  refuse  to  hear  the  voice  of  his 
chosen  [irophets. 

You  all  teach  that  God  changes 
not;  that  such  as  he  was  in  ages  past 
such  he  is  to-day  without  any  doulit. 
Now  he  said  in  thepastlotheProph- 
et  .loremiah:  “.\t  what  instant  J 
shall  speak  concerning  a nation  and 
concerning  a.  kingdom  to  build  and 
to  plant  it.  if  it  do  evil  in  my  sight, 
that  it  obey  not  my  voice,  then  will 
1 repent  of  the  goo<i,  wherewith  I 
said  I would  benefit  theni.”(Jer.  1S:7 
told.)  Moreover,  Josepli  has  told 
the  church  in  his  day,  that,  “If  Zion 
does  not  purify  herself  so  as  to  be  ap- 
proved of  in  all  tilings  in  the  sight  of 
God,  he  will  seek  himself  anotlier  peo- 
ple, for  his  work  will  go  -on  until 
Israel  is  gathered,  and  they  who  wiU 
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not  hear  his  voice,  must  expect  to 
feel  his  wrath.” — {Times  & Seasons 
^’ol.  5:  page  720.) 

The  spokes  of  a wheel  do  not  point 
with  any  more  certainty  to  its  center 
than  that  all  these  tilings  points 
you  out  as  a deceived  and  a rejocterl 
people.  Yon  may  count  Brigham 
Young  and  his  successor’s  every 
word  of  advice  and  counsel  as  so 
many  revelations  fi’om  God, and  thus 
blaspheme  and  profane  thecharaeter 
of  theGud  of  Israel,  but  you  never  can 
succeed  in  showing  any  one  of  them 
in  possession  of  the  keys  and  gifts 
vvijich  always  belonged  to  the  pro- 
phetie  office,  to  which  .Joseph  ymitli 
and  all  his  predecessors  were  called 
by  the  voice  of  God  and  ordained. 
You  may  tell  us  about  youi‘  “Priest- 
hood meetings,”  and  reprove  your 
followers  for  being  disobedient  and 
reiielliouK  against  the  Priesthood, 
&e..  but  moat  earnestly  we  would 
admonisii  yovi  to  look  well  and  see 
wliether  yon  liaveany  priesthood, 
and  to  consider  whether  it  would  not 
be  just  as  proper  for  you  as  leaders 
tt)  liearken  to  yovir  followers,  as  for 
them  to  hearken  to  ycui.  For  as 
truly  as  God  appointed  -lames  J. 
Strang. through  the  propliet  Joseph, 
to  take  his  place  In  the  leadership  of 
tlje  ('hui*ch,so  surely  have  the  priest- 
hood  of  all  your  leaders  who  have 
refused  t()  liearken  to  that  I^etterof 
appointment, been  taken  from  them: 
and  so  surely  as  you  have  crossed 
over  the  Mississippi  out  of  the  city 
of  Xauvoo.  under  tlie  leadership  of 
tlie  Twelve,  to  go  into  the  wilder- 
ness under  sucli  leadership,  instead 
of  going  wliere  tliat  letter  required 
yon  to  go,  so  surely  were  you  all  re- 
jected witi)  your  dead,  as  a pe<»ple; 
for  this  is  the  very  place,  and  point 
of  your  rejection.  .-Viid,  now,  if  you 
can  get  beyond  this  into  the  King- 
dom of  Go<l,  witliout  repentance, you 


certainly  will  be  very  welcome.  .Vnd 
just  as  you  have  not  hearkened  to 
the  voice  of  God,  but  liavo  mobbed 
the  mes.sengers  of  God  out  of  the  city 
of  tlie  Saints. — so  God  has  sent  men 
unto  you  who  did  not  regard  you 
nor  your  petitions,  nor  your  plead- 
ings, but  have  dragged  you  to 
prison,  and  robbed  you  by  fines  and 
penalties  without  mercy  or  feeling 
for  either  the  aged  or  tlie  young  or 
the  indigent  among  you.  And  the 
floodgates  of  vice  and  crime  of  every 
kind  have  been  openi'd  against  you 
and  your  children  to  seduce  and  de- 
stroy them.  And  my  opinion  is 
that  you  will  be  imnished  “seven 
timesmore”and“8even  times  more,” 
until  the  day  that  you  repent  of  all 
these  evils,  or  else  are  blottial  out  by 
theeoniingof  tlie  Lord  ./esus.  God 
says  H(‘  will  exalt  His  peojile  in 
righteousness,  and  deliver  them  in 
judgment.^,  and  that  He  will  make 
use  of  the  Gentiles  to  eluistlse  them 
and  bring  them  to  repentance.  For 
if  they  will  not  turn  from  tlieir  false 
lenders  and  tencliers  wlum  faitlifnlly 
warned  and  shown  their  errors 
“the  heaviest  of  all  judgments,”  the 
Almiglity  says,  Is  theirs. 

We  testify  to  all  tlie  peoiiieof  T'tali 
tliat  Go<l  did, according  toHisjn-om- 
ises  to  Joseph,  raise  up  ami  ajiiioint 
•fames  J.  Strang  by  nwelation 
tlii'ough  Josepli,  and  oi-dainod  liim 
by  the  liands  of  angels,  according  to 
tlie  pattern,  to  stand  in  Josepirs 
stead  to  lead  his  peojile,  ami  tliat  at 
the  earliest  possilile  time  aftm-ward, 
that  lie  sent  his  messengers  to  .\au- 
voo  to  Inform  and  to  warn  you  of  it, 
ami  that  the  revelation  of  aiipoiut- 
ment  also  appointed  Vor<*e  as  a 
gathering  place  and  refuge  of  pem-e 
from  persecution,  and  comniamled 
the  Saint.s  at  Nauvoo  and  in  ail  the 
world,  to  gatlier  thei-e,  ami  obtain 
inheritances  therein;  that  all  were 
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required  to  stand  in  their  pi'“Pe>‘ 
places  tliat  the  work  of  God  mitfht 
f?o  on  in  its  usual  stren«,th.  We  also 
testify  to  you  that  Mr.  Strang  was 
a pi’ophet.a  SKi3U,a  TKANSi.AToaand 
a lucvKi.ATOU  as  Josepli  was;  that 
lie  held  tlie  Urim  and  Thu  mini  in,  and 
<lid  translate  ancient  records  by  tiiat 
instrument,  as  Josepli  Smitli  did; 
and  that  he  gave  all  m<?n  sufficient 
proof  of  these  things. 

We  <lo  not  believe  that  the  Oliurch 
was  rejected  “at  the  death  of  Joseph” 
as  Young  Josephites  vainly  and  nn- 
lawfnlly  teach;  nor  do  we  believe 
that  any  one  is  authorized  to  so 
teach.  But  we  can  tell  you  very 
ti'ul.v  that  a court  assembled  at 
Voree  on  the  sixth  day  ol  April, 
(dghteen  hundred  ami  forty-six,  hav- 
ing lawful  jurisdiction  of  the  case, 
anddid  there  and  tlien  atthemouths 
of  many  witnesses  deliberate  on  the 
cases  of  your  leaders,  did  try  and 
condemn  them  as  usurpers,  teach- 

ERSOE  FALSE  DOCTRI.VE, for  TYRRANY, 


for  OPPRESSION  and  robrery  of  the 
SAINTS,  with  various  other  charges, 
and  that  their  priesthood  and  mem- 
bershij)  was  there  and  then  taken 
from  them,  and  tliat  they  were  de- 
livered over  to  the  buffetings  of 
Satan  until  they  repent  and  make 
satisfaction;  and  these  things  are  all 
on  record  from  that  day  to  the  pres- 
ent, and  can  be  seen  by  all  who  may 
wish  to  do  so.  Bnt  the  whole  peo- 
ple, as  before  stated,  were  rejected 
with  tlieir  dead  when  they  crossed 
the  Mississippi  out  of  Nauvoo.  to 
follow  Brigham  Young  to  the  west- 
ern wilds;  for  God  never  called  tliem 
to  go  there,  or  to  follow  any  such 
man  or  men. 

Having  borne  a faithful  testimony 
to  all  these  things,  I now  close  my 
letter. 

Truly  and  Sincerely, 

WiNuriELD  Watson. 

Spring  Prairie,  Wis.,  Nov.  13, 1894 


^ '^OTiJD 

TO  GEORGE  Q.  CANNON. 


DicakSiu: — In  j'onr  SornKni  in  tin* 
Deseret  WeekI.v  News  of  March  14. 

yon  hnve  very  coolly  nccnserl 
<Jen.  G<!orffe  Millei-,  or  Bisljop  Miller, 
with  criminal  conduct  with  women, 
and  that  on  that  account  heh)atthe 
spirit  and  denied  the  faith.  Permit 
me  to  tell  you,  sir.  that  Gen.  Ge<»rgc 
.Miller  was  no  such  man  as  you  have 
pictured  him.  I doubtvery  sincerely 
that  you  have  a more  upright  and 
sterling  man  in  all  y»)ur  ranks, 
than  was  <ien.  George  Miller,  not 
only  from  the  day  of  his  baptism  fill 
his  death,  but  throughout  his  whole 
life.  F4e  was  an  honorable.  l)ravo 
and  true  man.  every  inch  of  him,  and 
would  scorn  to  lie  guilty  of  tin;  crime 
y<iu  accuse  him  with,  or  any  other 
thing  mean  or  cowardly.  Do  you 
think  that  God  did  not  know  what 
He  was  about  when  He  said: — “Let 
no  man  despise  my  servant  George, 
I'on  HU  snAiJ.  no.NoR  mio?”  'riu‘re  is 
no  IK  nor  lU  T nor  any  other  i)roviso 
here.  “He  shai.l  lionor  me.”  And 
remember,  this  was  given  of  him  but 
a stiort  while  liefore  Joseph’s  death, 
and  tlie  iioNOit,  tlierefore.  that  Bro. 
.Miller  was  to  do  the  Almiglity.  was 
yet  in  tlie  future.  He  uevei*  aposta- 
tized, but  be  disdained  to  follow 
llrigliam  Young  in  ms  Ai*osTAr-Y,and 

CROSS  U^rUKATIO-V. 

Gen.  Miller  was  one  of  tbe  truest 
friends  that  Joseph,  tlie  pi'ophet, 
ev(U-had.  .\nd  it  vei-y  illy  becomes' 
you  or  any  other  man  wlio  claims 
faith  in  Joseph,  t<i  accuse  liim  of 
gross  crime  and  misdemeanors.  His 
liouse  and  possessions,  which  werej 
large,  were  given  freely  to  tlie  poorj 


suffering  Saints  when  tliey  arrived 
in  Quincy,  Illinois,  bleeding  and  <-old 
and  biingi-y  and  robbed  and  driven 
i iiy  the  tender  mercies  of  Missouri 
jinoi)  violence:  and  iiti.d  it  not  iieoii 
for  his  own  means,  when  he  was 
maile  Bislmp,  many  of  the  poor 
would  have  suffereil,  if  they  had  not 
died,  from  want.  Josejili  Smith  and 
Hyrutn.had  unlimited  conli<lence in 
him.  Besides, his  labors  to  build  the 
teuiiile,  and  the  ainount  <if  his  toils 
in  ti'aveliiig  back  and  forward  over 
the  wilds  of  Wisconsin,  to  and  from 
Blackriver  Falls  to  make  and  tiring 
down  lumber  for  the  Nauv<io'rem|>le 
and  other  buildings,  was  sinipl.\  pro- 
digious. 

It  is  very  (?asy  for  those  who  hav(‘ 
grown  to  ease,  wealtli  and  affluence 
with  little  toil,  to  stand  up  and  ac- 
cuse such  men  with  crime  and  a(ios- 
taey.butin  the  day  of  (lod's  righte- 
ous jiidgmeiit  Geii.  (leorge  Miller  will 
be  thei'e.  and  1 imagine  that  his  ac- 
cusers will  iKit  like  to  face  him,  ami 
that  they  will  gri^atly  prefer  to  be 
somewlH*re  else. 

He  became  poor  foi-  tiie  poor's 
sake,  and  wore  himself  out  in  lab<u- 
and  toil  such  as  is  scarcely  believable 
by  ordinary  men,  for  tli<*  common 
welfare  of  tin*  people. 

By  tlie  way.  accusing  men  of  sex- 
ual criminal,  and  brnnding  them  as 
•‘apostates,’’  has  come  to  be  a very 
convenient  way  of  getting  rid  of 
tliosi*  who  ai'e  op(»oseii  to  our  jiro- 
ceedings.  and  refuse  to  be  led  by  nii- 
aulhorized  men.  But  (bxl  do<‘s  not 
let  such  men  as  Gen.  George  M iller 
slip  very  easily  through  His  fingm-s, 

I can  tell  you. 


The  (i(*iUTjil  followed  Brijilinin’s 
eaini)  from  Njiiu'Oo  to  Coutieil  Bluffs, 
I l)elte%'e,  on  the  supposition  that 
yoiiny: -losepli  Smith  wjis  ai)pointe(l 
l»y  liis  father  to  succeed  him,  a l»elief 
that  Briuj;am  Youny.  hy  eunninn,'  in- 
nuenii(»s.  created  in  many  others  as 
well  as  him,  (see  Brophetic  (Contro- 
versy. [utj^e  note  2,)  but  when  it 
was  (iroclaimed  in  that  camj)  tlint 
they  werenbut  to  loinccT  a First  Pres- 
idency, aiul  Brijihain  bejtan  to  give 
r(*velations  in  the  name  of  theT^ord, 
and  undercook  to  Ien<l  the  Church  as 
Joseph  Smith  di<l,  without  eith(*i‘  an 
a[i|>ointment  by  revelation,  or  any 
ordinati<»n  that  authorized  him  to 
act  in  any  such  office.  Gen.  .Miller  <lid 
tlM*r(f  .and  then  t:tterl.v  refuse  to  fol- 
low him  further.  Here  is  the  sum  of 
(ten.  .\Iillei-'s  “apostac.v.”  He  never 
a.|)ostatized  fi-om  tin;  faith;  nor  »iid 
he  a|)o.stntize  from  Brigham  Young- 
ism;  foi'  he  could  notapostatize  from 
that  which  in*  never  a<lhered  tt»  or 
rec<'ived. 

••When  we  got  to  wint(>r(|narters.*' 
says  the  Genei’al,  (about  tlu*  2Stb 
of  .laniiai'y,  1S4I>,)  "‘I  had  presented 
to  me  a revelation  given  fhiamgh 
Brigham  Young,  in  regard  to  tlie 
jonrneyingof  theSaints  west.  Young 
intimated  to  me.  als«i.  that  a First 
Presidency  would  la*  organized.  I 
was  so  greatly  disgusted  at  tlx*  bad 
composition  and  folly  of  this  revela- 
tion, as  Jils<»  the  intimation  that  a 
h'ii'st  Presidency  would  be  organ- 
ized.that  I w’lsfrom  this  time  <h*ter- 
mined  to  go  with  him  no  longer. and 
to  look  out  a place  where  I might 
su|itM)rt  my  family,  and  remain  until 
the  true  she|>herd  of  Go<rs  Hock 
shonhi  slmw  himself,  to  lead  the 
(’tinreh  and  Kingdom  of  God.” 

Gi‘n<*ral  George  .Milh'rknew mighty 
well  that  “this  yreater  Pidesthood,” 
tliat  is,  that  Pine8tln»o<l  which  is 
after  ( h<*  uolikst  ordei-  of  (ioil,  which 


J»)scph  Smitli  held,  ‘•holdeth  the  key 
of  the  mysteriesof  the  Kingdom. even 
the  key  <if  the  Km)wiedgeof  (lod;” 
(Doc.  & Cov.  Sec.  S4:  lS-10.)  and  that 
no  man  can  hohl  that  carder  of  tlx* 
priesthood  utdess  lie  is  calleil  and  or- 
dained to  it  as  Joseph,  himself,  was. 
Ami  that  as  Brigham  Young  was 
never  either  caileii  to  it  or  onlakied 
to  it. after  that  manner,  he  could  not 
hold  ttie  keys  that  belong  to  it.  And 
.Ml',  (^’annon,  knowing  as  you  must, 
that  Brigham  Young  never  receiveil 
an  ordination  to  an.v  such  office,  it  is 
astounding,  to  me,  that  you  or  an.v 
one  else,  kn<»  wing  the  nature  and  vir- 
tue of  a true  oidination,  could  be 
found  advocating  the  claims  of  Ifrig- 
Imni  Young  as  a,  jirojiliet  of  God.anrl 
a successor  to  the  pi'ophet,  Joseph 
Smith!  U’ould  yon  <-{ill  a man  an 
elder  who  was  nevei*  ordained  an 
eldei-*.‘  Would  you  call  a manahigh- 
priost  wlio  was  never  ordained  to 
that  «*ffice'  Would  .you  call  any  one 
an  apostle  who  was  never  ordained 
to  that  office'.’  Yon  know  that  all 
those  called  assistant  presidents  of 
the  Church  in  Joseph  Smith’s  day, 
\v(‘re  all  ordained  to  it,  and  will  you 
persist  in  calling  Brigham  Young  an 
aposllo  of  the  very  highest  order, 
such  as  Joseph  was,  without  iieing 
ordained  to  it  as  he  (Joseph;  was'* 
.\nd  don’t  you  know  that  as  .v<in 
never  had  such  an  office  as  this 
among  .vou  since  Joseph  was  taken, 

TIIA'l'  YOU  c-.v.x  HAVi:  XO  bAWUUI.I.V 
ouDAiXKi)  Bishops  amoxo  you'*  . Be- 
cause ixt  bishoj),  unless  ordainerl 
und(*r  the  hands  of  just  such  a jiresi- 
dentof  the  (’hnridi,  can  be  lawfully 
ordained?— (Doc.  & Cov.  Sec.  72:  20.) 

Mr.  ('annon,  .vou  and  your  co-lead- 
ers have  long  led  the[»eoi»!e  byafalse 
and  nsni'iied  authovit.v;  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  time  for  a full  ex- 
posure ofyour  falseclaimshas pretty 
clearly  arrived.  There  an*  no  more 


rtahs  to  flee  to,  and  railroads  are 
l)ienty,  and  truth  foi-  that  purpose 
is  rich  and  abundant.  OnethiiiKis 
certain,  God  will,  sctoner  or  lato)’, 
hurl  the  usurper.-*  from  their  hiRh 
places,  as  one  of  old,  tt)  crop  the 
grass  of  the  field  till  they  learn  not 
to  usurp  or  blasphemeHis  holyname 
and’  character  witli  their  unholy 
claims  and  hollow  pretentions.  “He 
tliat  leadeth  into  captivity,  shall  go 
into  captivity.’’ 

I could  tell  y«iii  a good  deal  more 
about  General  George  Miilei'  than 
you  know;  and  of  him  I could  freely 
say: — “Let  me  die  the  death  of  tlie 
rlgl»teous,and  let  my  last  end  be  like 
his.”  I would  c»)vet  no  higlier  hon- 
ors, nor  any  greater  reward  than 
tliat  which  I feel  well  assured  will  be 
his.  There  was  no  hypocrisy  about 
liini,  nor  seeking  of  place  nor  power 
to  wliich  lie  was  never  called;  and  it 
did  not  take  him  long  to  tell  such 
men  as  Brigham  Young  just  what  he 
tliought  of  liim.  “Don’t  attempt,” 
said  lie  to  Mr.  Young,  “to  put  your- 
self upon  a par  with  the  prophet, 
Joseph.  The  contrast  is  as  wide  as 
between  the  ox  and  the  toarl.” 

He  was  not  one  of  that  class  of 
men  wlio  could  see  tliat  eitlier 
“Elijah’s  mantle”  or  the  prophet, 
“Josepli’s  mantle”  liad  fallen  either 
on  tlieTwelve  or  on  Brigliam  Young, 
nor  had  the  least  faitli  in  sucli  con- 
temptible sectarian  folly.  He  want- 
ed a little  more  evidence  than  a mere 
dramatic  gesture,  before  he  could  be- 
lieve tliat  any  such  “mantle”  liad 
fallen  upon  any  such  man  or  men. 
Rut  in  a time  of  great  suffering  and 
trial  God  gave  him  a glorious  vision, 
in  whieli  lie  was  shown  the  calling  of 
James  J.  Strang,  which  he  saw  at  a 
glance,  was  in  direct  harmony  with 
the  law  providing  for  a successor  to 
the  prophet  Joseph.  And  that  m<jst 
clenrl.vand  satisfactorily  settled  that 
question  forever  with  him. 


Now,  friend  Cannon,  wic  <lo  not 
think  that  truth  is  a very  delicate 
child,  or  that  it  is  at  all  lialde  to 
take  cold  by  a little  nxi'osfKK.  You 
may  imagine  that  silence  lends  an 
air  of  dignity,  sectarian-like,  but 
God,  and  observing  men,  know  that 
you  discuss  in  your  columns  and 
everywhere  else  a thousand  other 
questions.  And  why  not  this  <jues- 
tion  of  your  right  to  lead  theChurch? 
Perhaps  you  will  put  off  the  honest 
inquirer  as  to  why  you  ilon’t  like  to 
discuss  this  one  question,  by  saying 
as  the  Lamoni.  or  Josepliite  Herald, 
that  “this  Strangite  is  seeking  noto- 
riety,” and  “we  don’t  want  to  write 
them  into  notoriety,”  &c.  But  why 
don't  you  say  the  same  things  to  all 
your  opponents,  whenever  a chal- 
lenge to  debate  any  other  question 
comes  up'?  Why  did  you  not  put  off 
Parson  Newman  in  that  way?  Why 
charge  your  elders  .vot  to  iliscuss 
this  (luestion  above  all  others?  Ace 
you  afraid  that  your  followers  will 
find  out  that  you  not  have  the  truth 
on  your  side  in  tiiis  very  important 
<luestion.as  well  as  in  others?  Have 
theUtah  Mormons  really  got  so  that 
they  like  to  see  their  elders  vviiipped 
out  on  the  most  important  point  in 
their  faitli?  Why  do  y<ni  all  make  it 
your  husineseto  prove yourdoctrine 
by  the  scriptures,  but  make  this  one 
very  important  question  an  exception 
to  all  the  rest?  Or  lias  it  got,  like 
the  Catholic  Trinity  and  other  mys- 
teries, “too  heavenly  to  bo  under- 
stood?” 

Did  Jesu.s  ever  say: — “I  will  give 
yon  a month  and  vvisilom  which  all 
your  adversaries  shall  not  be  able  to 
gainsay  or  resist?”  And  dirl  he  ever 
say  that:— “Every  tongue  that  shall 
rise  up  against  you  in  judgment,  you 
shall  liave  power  to  condemn?’*  and 
that  “this  is  the  hekitacic  of  his  ser- 
vants?”— (Doc.  & Cov.See.  71:  7 tolO; 
Isaiah  54:  17.) 
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••Notoriety?”  O,  my!  Aside  from 
the  OKLiOATiox,  and  a desire  to  do 
good  to  my  fellows,!  sincerely  doubt 
whether  there  is  a man  between  here 
and  r.amoni,  and  from  there  to  Salt 
LakeCity,  who  cares  less  for  notorie- 
ty  than  your  humble  servant!!  But 


you  can  very  easily  stop  his  m<juth, 
If  y<iu  have  the  truth  on  your  side. 
And  now,  do  so,  for  he  is  not  one  of 
that  class  of  men  “who, even  though 
vanquished,  can  argue  still.” 

Truly,  VV.  W. 


A FULL  HISTORY 


OF  THE  LETTER  OF  APPOINTMENT  WREITEN 
BY  THE  PROPHET,  JOSEPH  SMITH,  TO  JAMES 
J,  STRANG,  AND  ITS  RECEPTION  AT  BUR- 
LINGTON, WIS.,  AS  KEPT  BY  THE  APPOINT- 
ED CHURCH  SCRIBE, 


The  followulft-  Htatemeiit  immedi- 
ately follows  the  Letter  of  Appoint- 
ment in  the  cliiirch  record  kefit  in 
Voree,  from  theilayof  its  reception 
— fuiy  9.  1S44— down  to  tlie  present 
time,  and  is  sufficiently  explicit  as  a 
history  of  that,  to  ns,  very  impfirtant 
document.  VV.  \V. 

“1.  And  nowit  appears  that  this 
letter  was  on  tiiis  wise:— In  Febru- 
aryin  the  yeai' eighteen  hundredand 
forty-four,  James  J,  Strang',  in  com- 
pany will)  Aaron  Smith,  and  undei' 
his  teacliing.  visited  Nauvoo,  the 
city  of  the  Saints,  and  there,  was 
more  fully  instructed  by  Joseph 
Smith,  Hyruu)  Smith  and  Sidney 
Higdon,  in  the  gospel. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary in  tliat  year,  he  was  bajitized 
by  Joseph  Smith  who  gave  him  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  laying 
on  of  hands,  anil  blessed  him  with 
many  and  great  blessings,  and  said: 
•I  seal  n|)on  thy  heaii  against  God's 
good  time,  the  keys  of  the  Melcliize- 
dec  Priesthood;'  and  afterward,  but 
in  the  same  ordinance: ‘thou  shalt 
liohl  the  keys  (d  the  .Melchizedec 
Priesthooil:  shalt  walk  with  Mos(*s. 
Enoch  and  Elijah,  and  shalt  talk 
with  God  face  to  face.’ 

■‘J.  And  on  the  third  day  of  .Vlarch 
in  tlje  same  year,  he  was  oi-dained  an 
Eldei’  in  the  ('hni'c.h  of  Jesus  Christ  of 


Latter  Day  Saints,  by  the  laying  on 
of  the  hnnds  of  H.vrum  Smith,  nc- 
cording  to  the  testimony  and  tlii' 
Spirit  of  Prophecy,  and  the  word  of 
tile  Holy  Ghost;  and  he  said:  ‘I  per- 
ceive by  the  sphit  which  is  within 
me.  tliat  thou  shalt  carry  the  gospel 
with  the  spirit  like  flaming  fire,  to 
many  nations, and  b.v  thee  shall  <iod 
save  tlie  pure  of  liis  people.” 

”4.  At  this  'lime  much  was  said 
of  the  necessities  of  the  Saints,  for 
want  of  a suitable  conn  ti-.y  for  settle- 
ment, where  they  could  avoid  perse- 
cution and  continual  molestatioa. 
and  the  projihet  Joseiih  asked  coun- 
sel of  James  J.  Strang,  whii  was 
greatly  learned  in  geogiaphy.  in  re- 
gard to  many  connti'ies,  especially 
Califoimia,  New  Mexico  and  Oregon, 
and  1)0  advised  an  exploration  of 
thoseeoun flies  fordetennining  what 
facilities  tliey  offered  foi-  settlmnent, 
and  gave  nineh  itifoinia tion  in  re- 
gard to  them,  both  for  the  guidance 
of  tile  exploi-eis  and  to  deleiniine 
what  parts  werewoj-th  exploi-ation. 

”5.  He  also  a<l vised  a set tienient  of 
tlx-  Saints  to  be  foimu-d  inimediafely 
on  M’hite  River  in  Wisconsin,  to  con- 
sist i,»f  meelianics  and  artisan  froni 
the  Noithei-n  and  Eastern  stales, 
and  Provinces  of  Ameiica,  and  fi-om 
Europe,  because  the  climate  of  Naii- 
voo  is  unfavorable  to  the  healtli  of 
such,  anil  the  jilace  does  not  furnisli 
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business  wlierewitli  totMiij'lo.v  tliem; 
l)otli  which  (tifficiillies  would  be  <’n- 
tii-el.v  o[)vifite(i  b.v  such  ;iii  uiruufie- 
iiuuif,  and  tiian.v  titlior  ndvaiita}>es 
would  be  jijiincd  in  i>euceai)le,  law- 
al)iditi«,‘  neii^'hbors,  cheuiitiess  of  ac- 
c<‘ss  and  facilities  for  Imildinji'. 

“G.  Tlift  exploi-atibii  of  the  Nel)ras- 
Iva  counti-.v.  New  .Mexico  and  uppCM- 
(’atifoi-iiin  was  innne<iiatel.v  deter- 
niined  on.  ainl  airanyeiiienls  com- 
menced for  seniiinj>  out  twenty-five 
expiorcrs  duriiifi'  tin-  following'  sum- 
nier. 

‘•7.  It  was  <‘njoined  upon  James  J. 
Stranji'  i>.V  Joseph  Smith,  H.vi'um 
Smith  and  Sidney  Rifidon.  to  return 
to  Wisconsin  and  make  more  full  ex- 
aminations of  titeconnt  ry  witli  direct 
Inference  to  tlie  a<l\  anta«:espt  inif>ht 
offer  to  ttie  Saints,  and  to  write  to 
Josopli  tlio  results  of  tliat  examina- 
tion. afterwliicii  h<‘  would  determine 
liy  tl)e  best  lit?lit  tliat  God  would 
jtive  liim,  wliat  onylit  to  In*  dojx*. 

■'8.  Aaron  Smith  coiicn l•re<i  with 
James  J.  Sti'anj*'  la  recoin ineTidiit^r  a 
KHtliei'iny,'  in  Wisconsin,  and  counsel- 
ed tlie  selection  of  tlie  country  on 
Wliite  River  as  the  place  for  |)lan tins' 
a.  Stake  of  Zion:  and  it  was  agreed 
liy  all  that  tliotliina;  should  lie  Ioi>k- 
ed  upon  wlHi  favor  and  prosecuted 
witli  vi<ror  to  a final  result. 

••5).  Outlie  24lli  ilay  of  .May.  1844, 
James  J.Strany,'  liaviny  com|)lefed 
ills  examinations  and  inqnii'ies, 
wrote  tin*  result  in  a i<*tti*r  tojoseph 
Smitli.  to  whicli  Aaron  Smith  nfew 
days  after  addl'd  i\  note  l•ollcn^riny; 
therein. and  attestinj;  tin*  facts  tliere- 
in  stated. 

“10.  The  letter  containod  a minute 
statement  of  tlie  ailvantafies  foi- the 
settlement  of  tlie  Saints,  which  the 
sou  tlieastern  s<  ctioii  of  Wisconsin 
offered,  nmn*  especially  for  the  build- 
inji'  of  a town  on  White  River,  im- 
mediately west  of  Rnrlin^>ton.  It 


was  put  in  the  post-office  atRiiriiiiK- 
ton,  directed  to  Joseph  Smith  of 
N'auvoo,  AUouT  'i  nio  i.ast  of  .May  hy 
•Aauo.x  S.mith. 

“11.  .Moreover  the  firecediiig'  letter 
(of  api)ointment.-W.  W.)  isin  answer 
thereto,  and  was  mailed  at  N'auvoo, 
on  the  19th  day  ot  June,  whicli  pliiin- 
l.v  appears  by  tlie  post-mark  thei  eon, 
and  directed  to  James  J.  Sti-ang  at 
Burlington  in  Wisconsin,  at  whicli 
place  it  arrived  by  mail  at  the  time 
before  stated,  and  was  taken  from 
the  post-office  on  the  same  day  by 
(’aleb  P.  Barnes,  an  attorney  nt  law. 
and  by  him  delivered  to  James  J. 
Strang  I.V  THK  PKKSICNCIO  OF  Aahon 
Smith,  who  immediatki.y  sat  dow.n 

TOGICTHEK  .\ND  OPKXKI)  A.NI)  HEAD 
THE  DETTEH,” 

Mr.  Blair,  at  the  Knst  Jordan  de- 
bate, spoke  witli  an  air  of  great  as- 
surance. against  the  idea  of  Mr. 
Strang-  giving  Josepli  Smitli  counsel 
in  relation  to  desirable  territory  for 
the  location  of  the  Saints,  as  follows: 
— “We  deny,”  says  Mr.  Blair,  “tliat 
Josepli  Smith  asked  counsel  of  Mr. 
Strang  where  to  locate  the  (.'iinrcii. 
It  was  niireasonalile.  .Mr.  Strang 
had  just  come  into  the  ciuirch;  and 
liosides  that.  Joseph  then  had  liis 
lawful  coiiiisellbrs.  There  were  also 
many  learned  bleu  in  thecliui'ch  who 
were  fully  competent  to  give  counsel 
if  need<*d.”  But  weanswer.as  stated 
in  this  document,  that  Joseph  and 
liis  two  liigliest  counsellors  enjoined 
tlie  inattiT  of  further  looking  up  the 
nature  and  resonices  of  this  land, 
atnl  James  and  Aaron  Smith  faitli- 
fiilly  did  as  required.  And  now.  we 
ask  in  a 11  can  dor,  Itonest.v  and  sinceri- 
ty, what  there  is  aliout  all  tills  that 
proves  .Mr.  Strang  a dishonest  or 
evil-designing  man?  It  is  amjizingly 
8ti-ange,su|)posing  as  Mi-.  Blair  says, 
tliat  Joseph  Smith  ha<l  his  lawful 
counsellors,  that  he  was  so  iiound 


24 


luiiul  and  foot  that  heef)ul(l  not  as 
a question  oi*  make  a little  iiiqnii'y  o 
an  int<‘lli}5ent  man.ii»  relation  t«»cer 
tain  rejiions  of  Cinnitry  whicli  In 
supposed  Mr.  Strang  ini«ht  know 
and  of  which  neitliei-  he  nor  Iiisc(»un 
seliors  rlid  know  or  could  know  <» 
tliemaelver. 

It  will  he  seen  further,  from  tin 
above  histf)ry.  that  Mr.  Strans'  witt 
not  alo3ie  in  the  counsel.  Aai-oii 
Smith  who  was  well  acqnain  ted  with 
.Mr.  Strang-,  and  who  was  a High 
Priest  in  the  region  of  nnrlington. 
VV'is.,  nndei-  whose  pi-eaching  Mr. 
Strang  was  partially  converted  to 
the  Faith,  and  who  accompanied  Mr. 
Strang  to  N'anvoo,  it  seems  was 
present  at  this  counsel,  and  heai-d 
.Ml-.  Strang's  advice,  and  confirmed 
what  lie  said  in  relation  to  the  land 
on  White  River,  Wis.  .Moreover, 
when  .Mr.  Strang  ha<l  complete*!  his 
investigations,  and  was  about  to 
send  his  account  to  Jose()h  Smith, 
this  Aaron  Smith  added  a note  to 
this  account,  confirming  what  ,Mi-. 
Strang  had  just  written;  ami  this 
same  Aaron  Smith  is  the  very  man 
that  put  Mr.  Strang's  letter  to  Jos- 
«^ph  Smith,  containing  his  own  con- 
firmatory note,  into  the  post-office 
at  Rurlington,  ami  was  also  fu-esent 
whenC.  P.  Barnespresented  the  letter 
written  by  .Joseph  to  Mr.  Strang  In 
answer,  as  stated  in  the  Diamond 
page.-),  par.  5:  and  TinosR  thuick  mk\ 
SAT  Dow.v  TO<iiCTHRU.  while  .Mr. 
Strang  reatl  the  letter. 

Where  is  the  (diance  for  forgery 
iiere?  If  all  this  amounts  to  forgerv, 
in  thenameof  truth,  what  letterthat 
has  ever  been  received  l)y  any  man 
since  the  world  began  can  be  prf)ved 
g«*niiine‘? 

>fow,  there  is  another  thing  that 
is  of  much  importance  touching  this 
letter.  If  this  letter  had  been  one  of 
tiiemon;  modern  letters,  enclosed  in 


an  envelope,  and  sent  to  Mr.  Strang, 
it  might  be  an  easv  matter  for  the 
enemy  to  say  that  the  letter  was 
forged,  and  slipped  into  an  envelope 
that  ha*l  re<tently  been  rweive*!  from 
N'anvoo  on  other  business  with  the 
r .N'anvoo  pr»st-ma,rk  on  it.  Rut  that 
is  a thing  which  all  are  m<*st  effectu- 
ally barred  against  doing.  Fortin? 

1 letter  of.IosephSniith  containingMr. 
Strang’s  appointment,  is  one  of  the 
ohl-fashioned  style, c*'>mmon  in  those 
da.vs,  and  still  later,  where  the  last 
page  of  the  sheet  was  left  blank  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  the  address  i 
after  being  folded:  the  edges  then  be- 
ing inserted  into  each  other  wei-e 
joined  together  by  either  a wafer  or 
a little  heat<Kl  sealing  wax.  Such 
were  the  letters  of  those  tim(*s,  and 
such  was  and  is  the  letterof  appoint- 
ment. It  is  still  inexistenceand  may 
be  examined  by  any  (»ne  curious 
jenougli  to  investigate  its  claims;  and 
it  has  the  Nauvoo  post-nmrk;  as  all 
the  letters  from  N’auvo<»,  at  that 
tiitie  havi>,  and  is  stamped  witii  red 
ink,  giving  the  lie  very  forcibly  to  all 
tiiose  who  sai«l  it  was  black.  An*l 
to  those  who  have  reriorted  that  the 
letters  in  tlie  mailing  stamfiof  this 
letter  “were  one  .size  larger  than 
those  in  the  mailing  stampat  Nan- 
voo,”  .Mr.  Strang’s  answer  is  still,— 
“measure  it;  it  has  been  measured  a 
thousaml  times  already,  and  no  one 
has  fletected  a diffei-ence.’’  And, 
again,  to  those  who  say  that  it  is 
m)t  in  the  hatid-writing  of  .Joseph 
Smith,  i answer  that  it  s neit  in  the 
common  hand-writing  of  any  man. 

Imt  is  written  In  a very  plain  way  i\ 
italics;  and  was.  I presnme.so  writ- 
ten in  order  that  there  should  he  no 
doubt  or  luieertainty  create*!  by 
either  word  or  letter  therein. 

But  -Mr.  Bbilr  essa.vs  to  attack  the 
genuineness  of  this  letter  on  other 
gr*)nn<is,  It  was  altogetlier  to*)long 
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5ti  coming,  he  says:  “I  am  somewhat 
acquainted  with  the  way  the  maii 
was  carried  in  those  days,  and  I 
KNOW,”  says  he,  “that  it  would  not 
take  moj-e  than  tiireic  days  for  a let- 
ter to  go  from  Nauvoo  to  Burling- 
ton; bnttidsletterwas  twenty  days 
reaching  its  destination.  Does  not 
this  look  suspicious?’’— (VVatson- 
Blair  Debate,  page  54.) 

“I'd  rayther  not  know  quite  so 
much,’’  says  Josh  Billings,  “than  to 
know  so  tnucli  that  ain’t  so.’’  Now, 
Mr.  Blair,  do  you  KNOW  that  there  was 
aregularDAii-Y  mail  between  Nauvoo 
and  Burlington,  \Vis..takingChicago 
in  its  route  at  that  time?  Ahorse 
that  would  go  over  one-third  that 
route,  which  must  he  at  least  350 
miles,  in  one  day,  with  a man  and 
muil-biigon  his  back,  would  ima  very 
valuable  animal!  I do  positively 
KNOW,  by  actual  expei-ience,  myself, 
of  instances  where  it  has  taken  fully 
throe  weeks  for  letters  to  come  40 
miles,  and  where  there  was  a daily 
stage  more  than  half  the  way.  Such 
things  are  not  at  all  uncommon  on 
many  routes.  But  the  sending  of 
that  letter  is  now  nearly  fifty,  years 
since,  and  at  a time,  too,  when  stage 
lines  an<l  dally  mails  were  exceeding- 
ly limited.  So  I think  Mr.  Blair 
KNOWS  a great  deal  that  “ain’t  so.’’ 

But  Mr.  Blair  thinks  It  was  a very 
risky  way  to  send  so  important  a 
document  as  the  Bettered  Appoint- 
ment through  the  malls.  I can’t  helf) 
but  think  however, tliat  it  was  (juite 
as  safe  as  any  other  way,  especially 
when  I remember  that  Willard  Rich- 
ards imblished  It  far  and  nearatthat 
time,  that  there  were  sealed  docu- 
ments left  in  his  hands,  that  could 
not  be  opened  until  the  return  of  the 
'I'welve  Apostles  to  Nauvoo.  tliat 
would  show  who  was  appointed  to 
succeedjoseph.butwhicli  were  never 
openeil  to  the  public  noi’  referred  to 


afterthey  did  get  home. (see Diamond, 
page  5.)  We  imagine,  also,  that  God 
and  His  prophet  knew  a little  better 
than  Mr.  Blair,  how  His  appoint- 
ments ought  to  be  conveyed.  The 
most  important  documents  of  all 
nations  have  been  carried  in  the 
mails,  and  are  to-day. 

But  again  Mr.  Blair  criticizes.  The 
language  used  in  tliat  letter,  lie  says, 
is  not  Joseph  Smith’s  language;  and 
he  gives  us  a sample  of  Joseph 
Smith’s  language  when  rebuking 
corrupt  and  wicked  men,  and  deri- 
ding their  political  and  hypocritical 
inconsistencies,  as  John  C.  Calhoun 
and  Henry  Clay. 

Mr.  Blair  would  have  us  to  believe 
that  Joseph,  the  seer,  had  but  one 
style  or  mooil  of  expression,  no  mat- 
ter whether  he  were  reproving  and 
scoring  political  hypocrites  or  con- 
templating tlie  most  glorious  and 
sublime  things  of  the  heavens. 

Just  read  paragraph  23,of  Jose|>h’s 
second  letter  on  baptism  for  the 
dead,  and  then  read  his  advice 
on  “writing  letters,’’  his  instruc- 
tion upon  “Common  Schools,’’ 
“Friendly  Hint  to  Missouri,”  “Views 
of  the  Government  and  Policy  of  the 
United  States,”  and  then  read  tlie 
facts  or  matters  of  history  he  has 
given  us  in  “History  of  Joseph 
Smith,”  and  then  tell  men  of  common 
sense  that  tliei'e  is  no  difference  in 
the  mood,  tone,  style  and  spirit  of 
all  these;  and  if  you  do  I should 
think  that  they  could  as  easily  be- 
lieve'that  there  was  no  difference  be- 
tween an  oak  and  a pine,  a spruce 
and  a cedar,  a cherry  tree  and  an 
apple  tree,  &c.  And  yet  the  revela- 
tions which  God  gave  him,  ore  so 
different  from  his  own  mode  of  ex- 
pression as  to  be  altogether  unlike. 
A child  could  very  easily  distinguish 
them  one  from  the  other  by  hearing 
alone. 
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The  Letter  of  Appointment,  so  far 
as  Joseph’s  own  worrls  to  James  are 
concerned,  are  very  much  like  many 
tlnnjjs  written  by  him,  in  tone  and 
composition,  but  the  revelation  ap- 
pointing' James  <3iffeis  only  in  the 
subject,  oi-  object  of  it.  from  those  in 
the  Book  of  Doctrine  & (’ovenants — 
the  style  is  tlie  same. 

I confess  that  \ do  not  like  to  fol- 
low up  Mr.  Blair  in  his  (luibblings. 
and  his  very  learned  (?)  distinctions 
where  there  is  no  difference.  But  I 
do  like  to  aflvoeate  the  truth,  and 
must,  therefore,  follow  him  a while 
longer  In  his  remarks  touching  this 
letter. 

Joseph  says  in  this  letter:— “In  the 
midst  of  darkness  and  boding  (sur- 
rounding) danger,  the  spirit  of  Eli- 
jah came  upon  me,  and  I went  away 
to  inquireof  theLf)rd  h<)w  thechiircli 
should  be  saved.”  And  right  here  I 
will  boldly  say  that  if  it  was  not 
necessary  then  to  imjuire  of  the  Lord 
how  the  church  sliould  be  savedfrctm 
tlie  perils  she  was  then  in,  and  that' 
were  threatening  daily  on  every 
haiul,  never,  since  the  world  began, 
has  anything  of  that  kintl  been  nec- 
essary. Here  is  Joseph  and  Hyrum 
about  to  be  taken  from  them;  a 
howling  mob  stands  readyandeager 
to  destroy,  to  murder  atid  rob  and 
e.vile,  aiid  here— worst  of  all— stand 
a number  of  men  ready  t(j  stai-t  up 
to  deceive,  mislead  and  blind  the  peo- 
ple with  false  doctrine  and  tlelusion; 
a most  horrU)le  and  dreadful  time  it 
was,  indeed!  “Gi-eat  calamities” 
werethen  impending, and  iftheword 
of  God  was  not  tin^n  necessary  to 
warn  the  people,  and  guide  them  ‘ 
safely  through  all  this,  it  is  vaiii  to  I 
say  that  revelation  for  an^’ such  ob-  i 
ject  was  ever  neccled  under  any  eii--  | 
cumstances,  and  yet  the  revelation  i 
contained  in  the  I.,etterof  Appoint-  i 
meat  wa.s  the  only  one  given  through 


• Joseph,  the  only  la  wful  revelator  to 
! the  church,  as  a guide  and  awarning 

from  the  threatening  i-uin.  But  in 
Joseph’s  going  away  to  inquire  of 

• God  “liow  the  church  slutuld  be 
! saved,”  he  says — “I  was  up<m  the 

Hill  of  the  temple.  The  calm  father 
of  waters  (the  Mi.ssissippi)  rolled  be- 
low, ohanokless  and  eternal.  I be- 
held alight  in  the  heavens  above, and 
streanis  (jf  bright  light  illuminated 
the  firmament,  varied  and  beautiful 
as  the  rainbow,  gentle,  yet  rapid  as 
the  fierce  lightning.  Tlie  Almighty 
came  from  His  throne  of  rest.  Ho 
clothed  Himself  with  light  as  with 
a garment.  He  appeared,  and  moon 
and  stars  went  out.”— (see Diamond, 
[lages  3 and  4.) 

Here  Mr.  Blair  arises  as  one  who 
has  made  a wonderful  discovei’y.aiHl 
says: — “It  is  absurd  to  claim  that  in- 
spiration would  say  that  the  Mi.ssis- 
sippi  was  changeless.  Why,  there 
are  times  when  it  wildly  overliows 
its  banks.  In  a single  night  itscon- 
t ditions  are  entirely  changed.” 

Surprising  discovery,  Mr.  Blair! 
But  what  little  school-boy  does  not 
know  all  that? 

Mr.  Blair  is  evidently  one  tif  that 
class  of  men  who  iiave  undeitaken 
to  convict  the  projihets  of  God,  but 
succeed  only  in  exposing  their  own 
ignorance  and  folly,  and  ai-e  put  to 
shame. 

The  reader  will  bear  In  mind  that 
this  language  is  merely  the  tiescrip- 
tive  language  employed  by  the 
prophet  Josejih  in  giving  an  account 
of  a glorious  vision  which  he  claims 
to  have  had  in  behalf  of  the  chinch. 
The  revelation  given  by  the  G<»d  <d 
heaven  on  this  occasion,  is  another 
and  different  thing.  Joseph  mioht, 
possibly  u.se  erroneous  phraseology 
in  his  desci'iptive  account  of  thisoi- 
any  other  vision  or  communication. 
But  neither  Joseph  nor  any  other 


l)v<(j»het,  ever  fails  to  make  himself 
clearly  mxlerstooci  to  those  who 
projK'VIy  exaiiiine  their  t«“stimonies. 
He  niis'lit  say,  “Ht;  (God)  appeared, 
andiiutoii  and  stars  wrntoi;t.”  And 
<liiil)ldintf  and  unreasonable  men  like 
Mr.  Blair,  miuht  ask.  “where  rlid 
th(\v  Ko  to?’’  We  nila:ht  answer  by 
askintt'  where  they  jfo  to  when  tlie 
.sun  rises?  They  <iisappear  from  hu- 
man eyesiK'ht.that  is  where  they  “go 
to.’’  The  sun’s  light  being  so  much 
more  powerful  and  gl((ri<ius,  blots 
out,  or  swallows  iif),  the  weaker  light 
of  moon  and  stars.  .Just  so  in  this 
glorious  vision.  But,  Mr.  Blair  asks 
again:— “who  kept* house’’  when  the 
Almighty  came  from  His  throne  of 
rest?  Wliat  a question  fora  man; 
claiming  to  be  a minister  of  (Jod,  to 
ask!  A more  profane  or  ignoi-ant 
question  could  not  be  asked  by  the 
roughest  bo^’  that  runs  the  streets. 
It  we  were  as  profanely  curious  we 
miglit  ask,  wiio  kept  house  on  the 
numerous  occasions  when  He  came 
d.twn  and  talked  with  Moses,  with 
Elijah,  with  Isaiah  and  with  many 
othef  pri>j)h<*t.s  in  the  |)ast? 

At  firstsight  it  would  seem  rediou- 
loiis  t<i  say  that  the  .Mississipjii  was 
“changeless.’’  (iod.  Himself,  is  said 
to  be  unchangeable,  and  so  He  is; 
yet  there  are  buig  periods  in  His  life 
when  He  is  well  pleased  with  His 
lu'oplc, }),!,]  again  there  art*  long  peri- 
"‘Is  when  His  anger  against  them 
burned  and  smoked  against  them 
‘ to  the  lowest  hell.”  His  whole 
character  towards  men  in  the  past, 
has  been  a succession  of  changes 
from  pleasure  to  anger,  wrath,  jeal- 
and  h«jt  displeasure,  and  yet  it 
is  said  He  never  changes.  Full  of 
changes  towai-ds  men,  and  yet  never 
changes!  How  is  this?  The  answer 
is  that  He  is  ever  pleased  in  any  ami 
in  all  ages  of  the  past,  with  men 
when  they  do  right,  and  is  everdis- 


pleased  wiih  tliem  when  tliey  <lo 
wrong.  AiKi  to  be  thus  pleased,  or 
displeased  with  rigliteousjiess  or  un- 
righteousness.is  one  of  His  nncliang- 
ing  characteristics.  So  with  the 
Mississippi;  it  is  one  of  its  great 
characteristics,  to  rise  and  fall  in  the 
volume  of  its  waters,  but  taken  dec- 
ade by  <ieca(le,and  century  by  centu- 
ry, and  one  thousand  years  by  an- 
other, it  cljanges  not  in  tliese  charac- 
teristics. In  its  changeability  it  is 
uncl)angeabl(^  There  are  a good 
many  other  tilings  that  are  full  of 
changes  but  still  never  change.  The 
wicked  are  said  to  be  without  eliango.s 
yet  their  whole  lives  are  full  of 
changes.— (Ps.  55: 19.)  In  their  ok.x- 
RHAi.  (;h.auactku  they  change  not, 
tliough  they  may  cliange  from  good 
nature  or  good  humor,  to  anger  and 
wrath  several  times  a day.  Justso 
with  various  animals,  wild  and  do- 
mestic. The  eartli,  tlie  moon  and 
many  planets. are  constantly  chang- 
ing. yet  never  change  from  their  gen- 
eral character.  Tims  far  upon  the 
uncliatigeable  father  of  waters. 

But,  “the  earth  dissolved  in  space,’’ 
says  .Joseph.  And  says  Mr.  Blair: 
‘‘Now.  is  It  true  that  on  the  18ih  of 
June,  1844,  the  earth  dissedved  in 
space?’’ 

Tims  Mr.  Blair  seems  to  take  pleas, 
lire  in  exposing  hlsown  ignorance, in 
the  attempt  to  convict  and  exjiose 
the  prophet.  Mr.  Blair  ouglit  to 
know  by  tliis  time,  Hint  tlie  earth 
and  all  its  elements  are  excekdi.voia' 
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Gou,  or  the  angels  of  His  pi-esence. 
Tlie  pro|)het8  of  God,  ancient  and 
modern,  have  given  us  numerous  in- 
stan’ces  of  tliis;  and  I believe  tlie 
prophets  ot  God  understood  these 
things  any  amount  better  than  the 
philosophers  of  the  present  day,  the 
best  of  them. 

Joseph  Smith,  l>y  revelation  from 
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God,  says:— “Verily,  I say  unto  you, 
that  ALi.  THINGS  unto  me  (God)  are 
spiritual,”  &c.  That  is,  all  things  in 
the  presence  of  God  partake  of  tlie 
nature  of  Spirit,  intelligence,  motive 
and  will. — (Doc.  & Cov.  Sec.  28:  9.) 
And  again  we  read  tliat  God  hatii 
“given  a law  unto  all  things,  by 
which  tliev  move  in  their  times  and 
ill  their  seasons.” — (Sec.  85:  11.)  If 
all  things  liave  a law  given  unto 
them,  that  implies  that  all  tilings 
have  a power  to  obey  law;  and  if 
they  have  power  to  obey  law,  they 
must  have  sufficient  lightand  knowl- 
edge, motive  and  will,  to  enable  them 
to  work  correctly  by  tliat  law;  and 
this  is  the  view  that  all  the  prophets 
and  all  the  heavenly  liost  have  given 
us  of  them,  from  the  beginning, 

I quote  now  from  the  77th  Psalm. 
1(>-1K.  “The waterssAW Thee, 0, God, 
the  waters  saw  Thee;  they  were 
afraid;  tlie  depths  also  were 
TROUnLKD.” 

And  now,  from  Habbukuk,  Chap. 
3:  9-10.— “T'hy  bow  was  made  quite 
naked  according  to  the  oatlis  of  the 
tzibes.  Thou  didst  clean  the  eartli 
with  rivers.  The  mountains  saw 
THEB  and  they  tremhled;  the  deep 
UTTERED  HIS  VOICE,  and  lifted  up 
his  handson  high,”&c.  This  is  wlmt 
the  prophet  Habbakuk  saw  would 
take  place  in  the  latter  days,  when 
God  comes  down  to  deliver  His  peo- 
ple. 

Speaking  of  the  same  or  similar 
things,  Isaiah  says: — “When  thou 
didst  terrible  things  wlilch  we  looked 
not  for,  thou  earnest  down,  the 
mountains  flowed  down  at  thy 
PRESENCE.”— (Is.  64:  3.) 

“0,  God,  when  Tliou  wentest  forth 
before  tliy  iieotile.  when  Thou  didst 
march  through  the  wilderness,  the 
earth  shook,  the  heavens  dropped 
at  the  presence  of  God;  even  Sinai 
itself,  was  moved  at  the  presence  of 


God,theGod  of  Israel.”— (Ps. 68:7-8.) 
“When  Israel  went  out  of  Egypt,  the 
house  of  Jacob  from  a people  of 
sti’ange  language,  * * * the  sea 
saw  it  and  fled;  Jordan  was  driven 
back.  The  mountains  skipped  i.ike 
RAMS,  and  tlie  little  hills  like  lamps. 
What  ailed  thee,  O,  thou  sea,  that 
thou  fleddest?  Ye  mountains  tliat 
ye  skipped  like  rams,  and  ye  litlh? 
hills  like  lambs?  Tremble  thou 
earth,  at  the  presence  of  tlie  Lord; 
at  the  presence  of  tlieGod  of  Jacoli.” 
— (Ps.  114.) 

“And  Mount  Sinai  was  altogether 
on  a smoke,  hecause  the  Lord  de- 
SCE.NDKD  UPON  IT  IN  FIRE;  and  tlio 
smoke  thereof  ascended  as  thesmoke 
of  a furnace,  and  tlie  whole  mount 
quaked  greatly,” 

If  I wished  to  quibble  and  trifle 
with  holy  things.  I might  ask  if  “the 
heavens  dJ*oppeil”  where  did  tliei' 
DROP  to?  If  Sinai  was  moved  at  the 
presence  of  God,  where  did  it  move 
to?  If  the  hills  and  mountains  skip- 
ped like  lambs  and  rams,  wliere  did 
they  SKIP  to?  And  when  the  heavens 
opened,  as  Stephen  and  otliers  have 
told  us,  why  did  they  not  stay  open? 
&c. 

With  all  these  things  written  before 
us  for  our  learning,  and  much  more 
of  like  character,  Mr.  Blair  is  seem- 
ingly astonished  at  the  saying,  “the 
earth”  Immediately  in  the  vicinity  of 
where  the  prophet  Josepli  stood  and 
talked  with  God,  “dissolved  in 
space,”  &c.,  and  feels  only  to  ridicule 
such  sayings  as  “extravagant,”  nii- 
reasonable  and  untrue.  O,  my.  I 
could  introduce  here  a good  deal 
more  of  this  “extravagant”  lan- 
guage, and  I can’t  lielp  but  think 
that  if  the  following  language  from 
the  pen  of  Jtiseph  Smith,  were  only 
found  in  Mr.  Strang’s  apiiointiiient, 
Mr.  Blair  would  ridicule  it  as  “ex- 
travagant,” with  a vengeance. 


‘•Let  tlie  earrli  break  forth  into 
HINGING,  * * * let  the  inouiitainH 
HiioUT  Fou  .toy:  aiul  ii'l  ye  valle.VH 
OHY  aloud;  and  all  ye  seas  and  dry 
lands  TULL  the  wonders  of  your  eter- 
nal King.  And  ye  rivers  and  brooks, 
and  rills  flow  down  with  gladnkss. 
Let  the  woods  and  all  the  tukes  of 
the  Held  PUAisE  the  Lord:  and  ye 
solid  iocUh  weep  for  .toy,  And  let 
the  sun,  moon  and  inoi-nliiK  stars 
SING  TooETiiEK,  and  let  all  the  sons 
of  God  shout  for  jov.  And  let  the 
eternal  ci-eatlons  declare  His  name 
for  ever  and  ever.”— (2nd  Letter  on 
Baptism  for  tiie  Dead.) 

According  to  Mr.  Blair,  Joseph 
Smith  never  wrote  this  most  beauti- 
ful paragraph,  decause  it  is  alto- 
OETIIEK  unlike  Ills  KEBUKE  OFHBNRY 
CLAY  AND  .JOHN  c.  CALHOUN ! And 
right  here  I feel  to  say,  as  Joseph 
said  when  repi-oving  other  political 
iiypocrites:— "O,  Granny,  what  a 
long  tail  our  puss  has  got!!”  What 
a wiMiderful  discernment  Mr.  Blair 
haK  of  ilie  prophet’s  moods,  “style 
and  composition !!!” 

Modern  noticms  touching  the  cart  h. 
the  planets  and  thfirelenients.  would 
lead  us  to  conclmle  that  ilie  above 
language  is  very  lofly,  sublime,  and 
grandly  iioetic,  to  be  sui-e,  but  very 
hard  to  believe  possible;  but  Josejih 
and  all  other  iirophets.  knew  very 
well  what  they  wei’e  doing  in  using 
such  language  as  this.  Nothing  at 
all  impossible  about  it;  nor  is  it  in 
tlie  least  unreasonable  oi’ “extrava- 
gant.” 

“I  tell' you,”  said  .lesus,  when  the 
Pharisees  would  rebuke  the  multi- 
tude because  theyshouted  his  praise, 
“if  these  should  hold  their  peace,  the 
STONES wouldimmediately  cry  out.” 

“Tiien  he  arose  and  rebuked  the 
winds  and  the  sea.  and  tliere  was  a 
great  calm.”  And  they  then  said, 
“What  manner  of  man  is  this,  that 


even  the  winds  and  tiie  ska  obey 
him?”— (Luke  8:  24.  25. 15),  yh,40,) 
lean  hardly  dismiss  this  particular 
point  without  introducing  a little  of 
the  “extravagance”  of  both  Etscklel 
and  the  God  who  sent  him. 

“Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  to  the 
mountains,  to  the  hills,  to  the  rivers 
and  to  tlie  valleys,  to  tiie  desolate 
wastes,  and  to  the  cities  that  are 
forsaken,”  &c.  * * * “Ye.  O.  moun- 
tains ofisrael, shall  shoot  forthyour 
branches,  and  yield  your  fruit  to  my 
people  Israel;  for  they  are  at  hand 
to  come,”— that  is,  from  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth, — “For  behold,  I 
am  for  you, and  I will  turn  untoyou, 
andyeshall  be  tilled  and  sown.  And 
I will  multiply  men  upon  you,  all  the 
house  of  Israel, even  all  of  it,  and  the 
cities  shall  be  inhabited,  and  the 
wastes  shall  be  builded.nnd  I will 
multiply  u[ion  ytiu  man  and  beast, 
and  I will  settle  you  after  your  old 
estates;  and  I will  do  better  unto 
you  than  at  your  beginning,  and  ye 
SHALL  KNOW  that  I am  the  Lord. 
Yea,  I will  cause  men  to  walk  upon 
you,  and  tliey  shall  p<iss(  ss  l lice,  a ml 
thou  Shalt  be  their  inheritance,  and 
thou  shalt  henceforth  bereave  them 
of  men  uomore.” — (Ezek.JHtlKhiap,) 
“Extravagant”  language?  What 
kind  of  language  Is  the  above,  ad- 
dressed to  hills,  mountains,  rivers, 
valleys,  desolate  cities  and  waste 
places?  Things  like  this  are  crowd- 
ing upon  me.  but  I have  not  space 
for  but  little  more.  Moses  said  “the 
Bush  burned  but  the  bush  was  not 
consumed.” — (Exod.  3:  2.)  What! 
Anything  burn  and  not  beconsumed? 
What  if  a remark  like  this  had  lieen 
madein  the  letter  of  appointment? 

Isaiah  says  that  while  he  was  in 
the  temiile  of  God,  that  the  God  of 
Israel  appeared  there,  and  that  the 
posts  of  tlie  door  moved  at- His  pres- 
ence.. O,  that  would  be  impossible 


without  bursting  tlie  stone-work  of 
the  temple.  Who  can  believe  an  “ex- 
travagant” thing  like  this?  O,  but 
that  is  not  it  all,  either;  for  on  tliis 
occasion  the  prophet  was  sad  that 
he  was  a man  of  unclean  lips,  and  he 
says  one  of  the  seraphim  flew  and 
took  a LIVE  COAL  from  the  altar  and 
laid  it  upon  his  lips  and  told  him 
that  that  had  removed  his  unclean- 
ness of  lips.  O,  surely,  if  a tiling  of 
that  kind  were  done  it  would  have 
burned  his  mouth;  and  besides,  how 
would  a live  coal  remove  a man’s  in- 
iquity or  uncleanness  of  lips?  Great 
“extravagance”  here  again,  you  see! 
— (Exod.3:  2;  Is.  6;  1-7.) 

To  use  Mr.  Blair’s  beautifel  phrase- 
ology, touching  the  Letter  of  Ap- 


jiointment,— “All  tlirse  false  and  rx- 
travagunt  sayings,  should  brand 
that  vagabond”Book.the  Bible, and 
tliat  other  vagabond  book,  the  D(jc- 
trine  & Oov^mants,  as  frauds  and 
forgeries.— (See  Mr.  Blair’s  remarks 
on  page  21  of  Watson-lilair  debate 
on  the  letter  of  appointment.) 

1 notice  that  Mr.  Blair  can  ai-gue 
very  well  when  pretty  thoi-oughly 
whipped.  He  seems  to  act  on  the 
principle  that  what  he  lacks  in  logic, 
has  to  be  madeup  in  chaff  and  cheek. 
It  is  nothing  for  him  to  refute  the 
prophets  of  God,  and  the  Almighty, 
Himself.  Indeed,  it  often  ha|)pens 
that  he  refutes  Mr.  Blair! 


I 
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-A.3Sr  OI’EUT  XiETOTE? 

B.  HI. 

sa-IjX  la.k:i3  GIT'S",  itta.k:.  ^ 


Mu.  n.  II.  RonicKTs. 

Dear  Sh*: — 1 have  your  book 

on  “Succession  in  The  Presidency  of 
'riie  Church, ’’and  I liave  read  itcare- 
full3%  and  find  tliaf  you  are  a good 
reasonerand  logician  when  youluive 
sound  i>rennses  to  reason  from;  but 
unfortunately  you  are  not  always  in 
|M)8sea.s[on  of  sucli  premises,  and 
therefore,  wliiie  your  l•eHsoning  fac-' 
iiUies  are  good,  many  of  yourcon-j 
elusions  are  simply  faulty  and  false. ' 
I say  so  with  no  ill-feeling  to  you  or 
to  any.  I have  written,  lately,  a 
little  work  on  this  ipiestion,  myself, 
but  have  not  yet  got  it  into  print, 
and  I find  that  what  you  have  said 
iii  relation  to  young  Joseph's  false 
claims  to  the  pr»)p!ietic,  4)ffice,  and 
what  I have  said,  myself,  on  flint 
matter,  run  very  nearly  together;  and 
1 feel  that  any  man  who  reflects  at 
all  uiam  those  claims,  must  come  to 
similar  conclusions. 

Young  Joseph  Smith's  claims  are 
simply  false,  and  no  amount  of  effort 
can  make  them  true;  and  nothing 
but  the  merest  lgnorHnc(‘  «)r  effront- 
ery, with  a determination  to  succeed 
at  any  cost,  could  ever  prompt 
any  man  who  looks  the  written 
facts  s<iuarely  in  the  face,  to  stand 
lip  in  its  defence.  These  Reorgan- 
ized gentlemen  are  not  ignorant 
i)\  the  weakness  of  their  position. 
Their  bread  and  Initter,  however, 
are  at  stake,  and  feeling  that  tliey 
iiave  a goo<l  thing,  on  the  surface, 
thougli  false  and  rotten  under- 
neath, they  do  not  «at  all  feel  like 
giving  it  up,  or  acknowledging  their 
errors.  But  I often  think  it  strange 
that  Brighamites,  men  who  ar(*  so 


confident  of  having  the  fruth  on 
their  side,  should  utterly  refuse  to 
take  up  the  gauntlet  thrown  down 
by  these  same  Josephites,  especially 
asthey  are  commanded  to“caUupon 
their  enemies  to  meet  them  both  in 
private  and  in  public,"  and  to  invite 
them  to  bring  forth  their  strong 
reasons  against  the  Lord  and  His 
work,  and  are  promised  that  in  as 
much  as  they  are  faithful,  the  folly  of 
their  enemies  shall  be  made  manifest. 
I can't  imagine  how  that  utter  refu- 
sal can  be  justifiable  on  Brigham’s 
part,  or  on  the  jmrt  of  anyyue  claim- 
ing the  right  to  lead  a people  such  ns 
the  Latter  Day  Saints,  espwdally 
where  so  imichself-evident  folly cr()[)s 
out  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  as  is 
fouml  ill  support  of  the  claims  of 
youngJosepli  tosiieceed  his  father  in 
the  pro|)hotic  office.  A consciousness 
of  rtic  weakness  of  the  position  as- 
sumed bptli  by  Brigham  an<l  Ills  sm;- 
ces8prs,  can  alone  account  for  it. 

*But  I propose  now,  to  point  out  a 
few  things  which  concern  Brigham’s 
i history  and  claims,  which  I am  not 
: able  to  find  any  reference  made  to  in 
your  book  on  ‘•Succession  in  the 
Presidency  of  the Cliurch.” 

"He  that  is  ordained  of  me  (to  fill 
the  President’s  office)  shall  come  in 
at  the  gate,  and  ni';  okd.^imcd  as  J 
have  told  you  hkfohe." 

You  percelvethat  this  language  re- 
fers to  the  highest  officer  iti  the 
church, and  can  refer  t<»  no  otlierofti- 
cer.  And  now,  what  did  God  tell  ns 
“hrkoke"Iii  relation  t<)  tlie  <irdina- 
tion  of  tliat  officer?  “I  have  sent  un- 
. to  you  (Joseph)  Peter,  James  and 
ijolin  (angels)  by  whom  I have  or- 
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